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CITY OF DALLAS
DATE February 10, 2010

TO Trinity River Corridor Project Committee Members:
David A. Neumann (Chair) Vonciel Jones Hill
Steve Salazar (Vice-Chair) Delia Jasso
Mayor Pro Tem Dwaine Caraway Linda Koop
Deputy Mayor Pro Tern Pauline Medrano
Carolyn R. Davis

SUBJECT Dallas CityDesign Studio Events with Larry Beasley Update

As part of a series of meetings and events focused on the area near the western foot of the
Margaret Hunt Hill Bridge, the Dallas CityDesign Studio hosted a charrette facilitated by
Larry Beasley on Friday, February 5, 2010. The purpose of the event was to invite a group
of design professionals to work with key city staff, neighborhood representatives, and
development stakeholders to begin translating the draft design objectives drawn from the
Dreaming Session last August [attached] into an urban design plan for the area. Duany
Plater-Zyberk & Company also donated two of their senior designers from their Miami
office to come and assist with the event. Over the course of the day, approximately 30
participants developed four different urban design plans for the area. Following the
meeting, Studio staff and designers from Duany Plater-Zyberk synthesized the four
approaches into a single urban design plan.

On Saturday, the Studio hosted a discussion to begin the vetting process for the proposal.
Approximately 20 participants took part in the discussion, and began identifying key issues
for additional input and discussion. Staff is also continuing to meet with residents and
other stakeholders to have more focused conversations on the plan proposal and continue
refining it in order to represent a single unified vision for the area. Staff will provide the
committee a more detailed update on the plan in the future following continued input from
stakeholders. If you have additional questions, please let me know.

Jill A. Jordan, P.E.
Assistant City Manager

THE TRINITY
DALLAS

C: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
Mary K. Suhm, City Manager
Ryan S. Evans, First Assistant City Manager
A. C. Gonzalez, Assistant City Manager
Forest E. Turner, Assistant City Manager
David K. Cook, Chief Financial Officer
Deborah A. Watkins, City Secretary
Thomas P. Perkins, Jr., City Attorney
Craig D. Kinton, City Auditor
Judge C. Victor Lander
Helena Stevens-Thompson, Asst. to the City Manager
Frank Librio, Director, Public Information Office
Kelly High, Director, Trinity Watershed Management
Rebecca Rasor, P.E., Managing Director, Trinity River Corridor Project

“Dallas, the City that works: diverse, vibrant, and progressive”



In August 2009, the City of Dallas and Trinity Trust hosted a
Dreaming Session to begin a discussion that was intended
to set the stage for a different type of planning process. This
process is less about the individual components of an area,
and more about the end result of experiences that define the
place. The focus of the discussion was a neighborhood in West
Dallas situated at the western foot of the new Margaret Hunt
Hill Bridge. That particular construction project combined with
other anticipated investments in the Trinity River Corridor Project
will bring approximately $2 billion worth of amenities to the
neighborhood’s doorstep. This investment, coupled with a
strong desire to redevelop livable communities within the urban
core, has spawned development interest, which if done properly
could help turn the area into a model community for sustainable
redevelopment and respectful revitalization.

One of the challenges for guiding the inevitable change in the
area is to find a balance between the existing assets such as a
large stock of affordable housing within close proximity to the
core and improving the quality of life, enhancing connectivity
throughout the area, and attracting redevelopment that will
bring jobs to the local community. Economic development
that does not occur at the expense of affordability and the rich
cultural heritage of the area will require a redevelopment process
that emphasizes design and placemaking rooted in the desires of
the existing community.

Many ideas for the future of this area came out of the session in
August. General themes developed during that session which
represent the overarching desires for the area include:

• Create an immediate sense that things are starting
to happen in the area, resulting in a place full of
excitement, energy and entrepreneurship;

• Create and protect a pleasant place to live;

• Promote a sense of relief from the harshness of a
typical urban environment, and foster development that
improves the local eco-system;

• Engage the entire community in teaching and learning;

• Foster a neighborhood where workers live down
the street from office, shop and studio work places,
new residents learn the history of the community
from families that have lived here for generations, and
children want to return to raise their families;

En Aces to do! 2009, e/Ayuntam/ento de Dallas ye! fonda Trinty Trust
potrodnoron uno Ses/On de Sueboc coma in/cia de una discus/do
cuva intenc/On era presen car on nueva mbtodo de p/ane.cibn
urbana. Esle pracesa so preocupo menas por los cornponentes
/ndiv/du ales de on Orea mien tras cc enfoca en las experiencias cue
dolinen c/sit/a. El enloaue de las canversacianes Inc una ca/on/a en
West Dallas situoda en ci ri/c occidental del nuevo puente Margaret
Hunt Hill Aunado a var/os inversiones onr/cipados coma porte del
proyecto Corredor dc/RIo Trinity, estepuente en particular fomentara
/0 creaciOn ‘be set v/c/as e insta/ac/ones por un monte oproximado
be 52 mu mi//ones en c/area del portal do Ia co/on/a. Esta inverston
y Ia llrme con vicciOn de desarroliar comunidades hobnob/es den tro
del nbc/co urbana ha gencrodo /nterhs inmobi/iar/o quo, b/en
cncousodn podrd convertir ci brea en uno comunidad madelo en
desarrollo sulten table y reurhanizoc,bn mspetuosa,

Uno dc/os decolbs en Cu/ar ci combia inevitable del dreaes

en con tror un balance cotcc los recursos ocruales coma ci qran
/nven tar/a de residencia asequihie en cercanfa 0/ nbc/ca urbana
ye! objet/va do clevar /a co//dod de vida, poe a so vez mejora Jo
conectividod a travbs del drea y atrac nuevos desarro//os y emploos
a Ia cornun/dod /ocai, Para /ogr.ar un .doc arro//o econOrn/ca sin
sacrifcorrec,os de fbc,il acceso y potrirnonia cultural cc requertrd
on procesa do renovac!On quo en fat/ce un disebo del entorno cuyas
roices nazcan do/as deseos do/a cam un/dod actual.

Do/a sos/on de ages to noc/eron una gran cant/dod do ideas ooro o!
futuro de esta drea, Aigunos do las temos genera/es que surqieron
cluronte /a ces’hn y reprosenton deseos pr/nc/pales nciuyendn:

• Creor un sent/do /nmed/oto do oct/v/dod que resu/te en on
uoor//enodoentusiosmo, onerg/ayemprendim/ento;

• Dreary proteger un lugor ogrodoh/e donde vlvir;

• Promover on sent/do de o/,vio dc/a asporeza tip/co do!
entrono urbana y lemon tar desarro/io quo mejore ci
ecosisremo /aca/;

• Porticpor a Ia todo Ia comun/dad en Ia ensebonza yci
oprond/zoje;

Famenrar una co/on/a donde /os troboladores v/von en /0

cercania do las abc/n as, tiendos y ta//eros, donde los nuevos
ros/dentes aprondan do /as lam/I/os que han hohilado a
trovbs do gonerociones /o h/star/a do Ia comun/dad y donde
los n/nas pr/loran regresar a cr/or sus lomb/as;

•-..•..city ciesign .02
community charrette

design program F progromci de diseño

The places that we live, work, and play are not just made up of bps /1/gores en quo v/v/mac, trabajornos yjucjarnas no solo estdn
the buildings that surround us the streets that we travel on heci osde ‘as vd,t’ic,os QUO nec radoor do as ca,/es oje trot siton o

or the parks that we play in. While those things are no doubt o do/os pargues on quo jugomos, Ann cuonda estos componorites
important components, the most important ingredient in a ‘sonsln dqda importantes, el ingrodiente de mayor /mpartancia
place is people and how they understand and use a space. It en un /c,qares Ia gonteycomo osto ent/endeyuti/iza el ospacio.
is this intangible element that often gets overlooked during Es esib ole ‘rimnto inianglo a ci quo Hecu”r remerr p sn pa’
most planning processes. The focus is generally on the systems — al/b durante Ia rnayoria do/os procesos dep/oncoc/On urbana.
that make up a place — the roadways, green space, buildings ontoque genera/monte se centro en/os sistemos quo componen un
and other infrastructure — and not necessarily on the resulting sit/a - 1as avon/dos, ci espacia ab/orto, las h/ones /nmuehles y otra
behavior and experiences of people that inhabit the space. /nfroestructura —‘v no necesariomonte en ci comportamiento y las

oxpenencJos quo res u/ton do/a gonoro quo hob/ta ci espacio.

citydesignstudio



community charrette

• Maintain, celebrate and exhibit the rich cultural Mantener, ce/ebrar y exhibir el vasto patrimonio cultural
heritagethatexists in thearea; queexisteene/drea;

• Create places that draw people from all over who come Crearentornos que copten genre de diversas partes quc
to enjoy a relaxed atmosphere; and

-

/ / yengan a d/sfrutar una atmoslera relajada;y

• Develop a seamless community where quiet residential Desarrollar una comunidad flu/do donde Ia tranquil/dad
streets lead to more active hubs with shops, businesses, dc/as ca//es residenciales desernboque a centros de mayor
and restaurants, all with easy access to the Trinity River act/v/dad con comerc/os, tiendas y restaurantes, todos con
Park. acceso senc/ to al Parque del Rio Trinity

The next step is to begin translating these ideas into a guiding set
of design objectives that together comprise a broader program
to help steer redevelopment. Given that the end test of these
objectives will be the feelings and experiences of future’users,’
they should be developed through that lens. Specific directions
for the redevelopment of the area are:

Preserve the existing neighborhood;

• Link development to the delivery of services for the
existing community;

• Create one or several neighborhood centers;

•Take full advantage of the Trinity River edge;

• Benefit from improved access to downtown and
uptown via the Margaret Hunt Hill Bridge and
Continental Bridge;

• Emphasize arts and crafts production and sales as a
target industry; and

• Emphasize modest income live-work opportunities;

• Identify small manageable projects feasible in a quiet
market that characterize incremental change; and

• Enhance public open spaces.

Setting the framework for the evolution of a neighborhood is
a dynamic and ongoing process. These initial objectives paint
a picture of a future that was conceived at a particular point in
time. They serve as a starting point to generate initiatives to
help shape the coming changes, and should also function as
an initial goal line to evaluate the success of particular actions.
It is important moving forward that these objectives and their
outcomes are continually checked and refined as part ofan
ongoing dialogue with the community.

E1siguienrepaso es continuartraduc,endo estas ideas en una
co!ección de ob,/etivos de diseho que en conjunto comprendan un
proqrarna general para gu/ar /0 renovac/bn. Dada que e/ exan7en
final de estos objet/vos serOn las exoeriencias y sent/rnienros de /05

futuros usuarios, se deberdn desarrol/ar con estos en rnente. Las
direct rices espec:flcas para ía reurbanizacidn del Orea son:

• Preservar las colon/as existentes:

• En/azar ci desarro/lo a/la entrega de servicios para Ia
comun/dad actuaL

• Crear uno a var/os ndcieoc cornunitanos;

• A.provechar a! mdx/rno ia org/a del Rio Ti/nity;

Salir beneficiado de los accesos mejorados 0/ centroy
a uptown via el puenie Margaret Hunt Hilly el puente
Cont/nenta/:

• Enfatizar ía oroducciOn y yenta de arres y manual/dades
como :ndustr’a pr/mar/a;

* Enfat/zar oporiun/dades osequib/es de vivienain y trohajo
en ci mismo pred/o;

idea tif/car proyectos razanahies de pequeña escaia que
5ean v/aides en rnercados rrangui/os y qne corncrerfceo
cambios en incrementos;y

• Pea/car los espacias pdhi/cos 0/ a/re libre.

El esratnecimienro de una esrructura gala ía evo/uciOn de Ursa
colon/a reauiere de un proceso en continua y dindmico, Estos
objetivos n/c/a/es muestran una smaqen del futuro que iue
concebida en un momenta especif/co en ci t/ernpo, Sirven coma
punto de paitida pora generar iniciativas que ayuden a dane formo
a los comb/os nm/nentes y deherOn fungir coma punto depart/do
en ía evaiuacldn del éx/to de acciones pun tuales. Es irnporrante
que con forme avance ci proceso los objetivos y sus resuitados scan
verincados y retinacios continuarnente coma parte de un 0/0/0go
perrnanente con Ia comunidad
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