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The Transportation and Environment Committee (TEC) meetings arerecordéd. iAganda
materials and audiotapes may be reviewed/copied by contacting the. PublicWarks/gnd
Transportation TEC Staff Coordinator at 214.670.4147. o

Meeting Date: March 23, 2009  Start Time: 2:05 p.m. Adjournment: 3:53 p.m.

Committee Members Present:
Linda L. Koop (Chair), Sheffie Kadane (Vice Chair), Jerry
Pauline Medrano, Angela Hunt, Ron Natinsky, Carolyn R

n, Vonciel Jones Hili,

Committee Members Absent:
None

Other Council Members Present:
Dwaine R. Caraway, Deputy Mayor Pro Tem

City Executive Staff Present:
Ramon Miguez, Assistant City Manag

TRANSPORTATION AND ENVERONME@T

1. Approval of Mmt_@%

AthaeE or the February 23, 2009 meeting subject
gested and the minutes were approved as

Passed unanimously

Mr. Zapata briefed the Committee on the process used to address alleys with
overgrown vegetation and efforts to expedite abatement. The briefing addressed the
Dallas City Code provisions, effects of overgrowth, alley obstruction resolution
processes, and optional programs for clearing alleys.

Action Taken/Committee Recommendation:

Ms. Davis asked if unpaved alleys would eventually be closed. Mr. Miguez stated
that closure, or abandonment, is an option for the City. These decisions are made
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on a case-by-case basis. For example, if an alley has a utility easement, it would
have to be retained, but the surface rights could go back to the property owners.
Ms. Davis asked staff to look at the unimproved alleys in District 7 to see if some of
them could be abandoned.

Mr. Kadane asked how long property owners are given to comply after alley
inspections are completed. Mr. Zapata said that property owners are typically given
7 days to make corrections. If no action is taken by the property owner, then the
case is given to the mow/clean crews who typically respond within a week to ten
days. Two to three weeks for resolution is the goal of the d@gﬁment

Ms. Medrano asked if educational information was/being, given to the property
owners when a violation is reported by sanitation workers/Mr. Zapata stated that
the education component is being done by Code.€ ﬁ;‘&sf Medrano asked if
Code Compliance was coordmatlng with neigh?jorhood assocsatr@‘ﬁg; or crime watch

ind agendas for their ar’eﬁjﬁf Mr Zapata
‘with community organizati

o

d'be alerted to ,rgsues in their

tage of sansf’ailon collections were made at the front of
ided that roug%y 55% were front collections and 45%

and therefore wider, it might be necessary
‘front of the property.

aid that these situations are addressed on a case-by-case
Top 1ty owners?up information is checked when a violation is issued. Ms.
2d how ,a, otification is delivered to a property owner. Mr. Zapata
stated that noticés _are sent certified mail or posted on the front door with a picture
taken to verify thatthe notice was delivered.

No action was taken on this item.

. Billboard Relocation Code Amendments

Presenters: David Cossum, Assistant Director, Development Services

This briefing was originally presented to the Committee May 27, 2008 and a follow-
up briefing was presented February 9, 2009. The purpose of this briefing was to
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address questions raised at the February briefing regarding billboards that are within
2,000 feet of the Trinity River, how maximum sign height is determined, and the
impact of signs relocated to “office” zoning districts. The proposed amendments

affect only existing billboards that must be relocated because of TxDOT, DART or
City of Dallas projects.

Action Taken/Committee Recommendation:

Ms. Davis asked about the purpose of the proposed amendment to the ordinance.

Mr. Cossum stated that the primary purpose is to afford a;g@’eompan;es the same
visibility that they had in their previous location. /

;“y’@?
."rgf .f,r‘
Mr. Caraway recommended that the City get as ny 2

advertise City facilities such as the Zoo and Fai

ards as possible to
@
Ms. Hunt stressed the importance of protecting the Trinity River C?f%f‘aor.yg&‘:he said

that if a special use permit request comes’d _y\@re the Cpuncil, she wo

v:s:;\

mendment, signs would be no
um conﬁrfﬁgggﬁhat this was true. Mr.
Kadane stated that he wouid not wa t t ign ovet“’ the levee from the river.

‘édaas part of the SUP process to

;»’
& was not corinfortab!e with billboards being relocated to
hborhood rﬁéﬁf have supported a rezoning to office
ﬁ- % mitié’fi He suggested that a SUP process be
ice district. Mr. Natinsky asked if staff felt that these
.,,mmeﬁ?@ original intent of the current standards. John Rogers
Offi @g’/ icated that these changes would not undermine

W bfi{fﬁéards

/2 ;;mpde to reglire a special use permit (SUP) to relocate to a LO, MO, or
GO distnct“%s%; ,|ve pr@fectlon to citizens living near those districts. Amendment
needs to be aﬁ%{i ‘define the park areas as related to the Trinity River.

Made by: Natinsky

Seconded by: Hunt Passed unanimously

. City Regulation of Private Parking Lot Booting

Presenter: John Brunk, Assistant Director, Public Works and Transportation
Gary Titlow, Program Manager, PWT - Regulation

Mr. Brunk briefed the Committee on a proposal to regulate vehicle immobilization, or
booting, by private parking lot operators. The purpose of the briefing was to obtain
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Committee feedback on the proposed ordinance prior to meeting with parking
industry representatives.

Action Taken/Committee Recommendation:

Ms. Davis said that the $100 boot fine for not paying a $7 parking fee was excessive
and asked how that amount was determined. Mr. Brunk stated that $100 was the
maximum amount allowed. 1t is the amount that the industry is charging with no
regulation and is the same amount allowed by the City of Housgton.

ved by the City. Staff
ctice that had resulted
,requested that boot

Mr. Allen asked how many complaints have been reg
indicated that the practice of booting was a relativel
in about 15 to 20 complaints in the last few month
industry and parking lot owners be included in t;f
n-s‘f’

issue a I;’%@_" se. Staff u}ijxcated that the fee had not yet been determined, but that
the City woqu@nEy be, ,aiiowed to charge the companies the amount equal to what it
costs us to recesﬁe{ T costs.

K
Ms. Medrano and Ms. Koop asked staff to contact the City of Houston to see what
we could learn from their experience. Ms. Medrano also asked how the companies
know to boot a vehicle if they don't have someone on those premises at all times.

Mr. Brunk provided a brief explanation of how the operators are able to audit the siot
boxes to determine who has paid.

Ms. Medrano asked what the timeframe was for staff to bring this back to the
Committee and what would be allowed in the interim. Mr. Brunk indicated that staff
plans to bring this issue back to the Committee by the end of April, and explained
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that since private lot booting is not regulated, parking lot operators can continue to
boot vehicles as they are doing now.

Mr. Natinsky asked staff to meet with all the stakeholders including landowners,
business owners, and the parking industry. Mr. Natinsky asked if we currently
regulate parking lot operators. Mr. Brunk stated that they are not licensed, but they
do get a certificate of occupancy for a commercial parking lot. Mr. Natinsky
indicated that we needed to get a better understanding on the relationship between
the property owner, parking lot operator and booting compapy and who would be
responsible for providing the payment machine. /ﬁ;
et
Ak ihe optton to tow. Mr.

Mr. Kadane asked if parking lot operators would stills
Brunk stated that they would still have the ability to t@‘:.

Mr. Barry Annino, President of the Dee;;ff*ﬁifum Foundat:é@gﬁf@ddressed the
Committee. He indicated that he is a prop "I“ty owner and parkmgf% owner Mr.
Annino stated that the burden of proof. lsféﬁ }ently o, the person !fts parking.
The burden of proof needs to be put on the pe 7son wmﬁsfbootmg you.

No action was taken on this item;;{,.
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