
Memorandum

CITY OF DALLAS
DATE May13, 2010

TO Trinity River Corridor Project Committee Members:
David A. Neumann (Chairman) Vonciel Jones Hill
Steve Salazar (Vice-Chair) Delia Jasso
Mayor Pro Tem Dwaine Caraway Linda Koop
Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Pauline Medrano
Carolyn R. Davis

SUBJECT Texas Paddling Trail Program

At the next Trinity River Corridor Project Committee meeting on May 18, 2010,
the attached briefing will be presented by Rebecca Rasor, Managing Director of
the Trinity River Corridor Project. The City of Dallas has recently received a
letter of preliminary acceptance from the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department
(TPWD) into the Texas Paddling Trail Program for a 10 mile segment of the
Trinity River. The briefing will provide details of the program, and will outline
the next steps to be taken, in cooperation with TPWD, for this segment to be
officially sanctioned as part of their program.

Please contact me if you have questions.

JiF(’A. Jordan, P.E.
Assistant City Manager

THE TRNaTY
DALLAS

Attachment

C: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
Mary K. Suhm, City Manager
Ryan S. Evans, First Assistant City Manager
A.C. Gonzalez, Assistant City Manager
Forest E. Turner, Assistant City Manager
Jeanne Chipperfield, Chief Financial Officer
Deborah A. Watkins, City Secretary
Thomas P. Perkins, Jr., City Attorney
Craig D. Kinton, City Auditor
Judge C. Victor Lander
Helena Stevens-Thompson, Asst. to the City Manager
Frank Librio, Director, Public Information Office
Kelly High, Director, Trinity Watershed Management
Rebecca Rasor, P.E., Managing Director, Trinity River Corridor Project

“Dallas, the City that works: diverse, vibrant, and progressive’
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Texas Paddling Trail Program

Trinity River Corridor Project Committee

May 18, 2010
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Purpose

• To provide details of the Texas Paddling Trail 
Program 

• To announce preliminary acceptance into the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) 
Texas Paddling Trail Program

• To provide benefits of the Texas Paddling Trail 
Program

• To outline City’s responsibilities and next steps 
for inclusion into the Texas Paddling Trail 
Program
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What is the Texas Paddling Trail (TPT) Program?

• The TPT Program is a partnership with TPWD to 
encourage paddling, angling and public access to Texas 
rivers and bays
– Fosters a constituency for river conservation
– Creates a sustainable economic development tool

• TPT Program Criteria includes the following:
– Minimum of 4 paddling miles to maximum of 12 paddling miles
– Presence of natural or historical attractions, unique habitat and 

wildlife diversity
– Adequate flows
– Population centers within 100 miles
– Canoe/Kayak rentals available
– Public access with designated parking
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Trinity River Inclusion in Texas Paddling Trail (TPT) Program

• In February 2010, City staff submitted an application to 
TPWD for a segment of the Trinity River to be included in 
the TPT Program

• Application contained the following information:
– 10 mile stretch of the Trinity River, from Sylvan Ave. to Loop 12
– Designated parking at both put in and take out points
– Description of wildlife, habitat and historic features along the Trinity 

River
– Contact information for canoe/kayak rentals

• On April 23, 2010, Staff received a preliminary letter of 
acceptance into the TPT Program, contingent upon 
meetings and visual inspection of the river segment by 
TPWD staff 
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Trinity River 
segment for 
TPT Program
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Benefits of the Texas Paddling Trail (TPT) Program

• TPWD will assist City staff with the following:
– Develop site specific information for developing trail 

map
– Promote the trail as part of the TPT program on 

TPWD website
– Provide interpretive, conservation and river ethics 

information
– Provide official TPT marker signage for roadways and 

put in/take out locations
– Provide approved TPT kiosk design options, vinyl 

insert and estimated costs for kiosk construction
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City of Dallas Responsibilities for Texas Paddling Trail (TPT) Program

• City staff  will provide the following:
– Summary of historic & wildlife information, local 

attractions and community calendar for use in maps, 
kiosk and web content

– Coordination with appropriate agencies (City, County, 
TxDOT) for TPT marker signage installation

– Construction and maintenance of TPT informational 
kiosk at all put in/take out locations

– Distribution of press release and hosting of launch 
event upon final acceptance into TPT program
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Informational Kiosk

• TPWD will provide 
plans for 
construction of 
informational kiosks 
at put in and take 
out points

• These simple, 
inexpensive plans 
can be built by City 
staff
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Next Steps

• City staff will meet with TPWD staff in June 2010 
to accomplish the following:
– Discussion of timeline and answer questions
– Site visits and river survey
– Discussion and editing of Partnership Agreement
– Plan future visits (if needed) and meetings to develop 

informational material
• Process for officially sanctioning this segment of 

the Trinity River for the TPT will take 2-6 months
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