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Purpose 
• Brief the committee on a proposal to amend 

Article VII, “Sign Regulations,” of Chapter 
51A, the Dallas Development Code, to give 
the Zoning Board of Adjustment and Appeals 
the authority to consider exceptions to 
current provisions governing window signs 
subject to certain conditions being met. 

• Allow applicant to present example of signs 
being proposed. 
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Background 
• On June 25, 2008 City Council amended the 

sign ordinance to: 
– prohibit signs in the upper two thirds of windows 
– limit overall sign coverage in a window to 15 

percent of the area of a window 
– limit overall sign coverage of a primary façade to 

25 percent of the area of the facade 
• Previous to this code amendment there were 

no size limitations for premise signs in a 
business zoning district, except that each 
premise was limited to 6 words. 



City Council Quality of Life and Government Services Committee – August 14, 2012 
 

4 

Background 
• On April 4, 2011, an application was made to 

the Department of Sustainable Development 
and Construction by Ross Stores, Inc. to 
amend the sign regulations to give the Board 
of Adjustment authority to grant special 
exceptions to allow translucent graphics to 
cover the upper two thirds of windows and 
exceed the 15 percent coverage limitation.   
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Background 
• The Special Sign District Advisory Committee 

(SSDAC) considered this issue at public meetings in 
June and July of 2011 and on July 12, 2011 they 
recommended approval of the proposed 
amendments.  

• CPC considered the proposed amendments on 
August 18, 2011 and recommended approval. 

• The City Council Quality of Life Committee was 
briefed on the proposal on June 11, 2012 and 
requested that the applicant provide examples of the 
signs being proposed. 
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CPC Recommendation 
 Allow the Board of Adjustment to consider exceptions 

to allow signs to be in the upper two thirds of a window 
and cover greater than 15 percent of the window area 
provided; 
 The sign is made of translucent vinyl or a similar material 

with at least a 65/35 perforation pattern (65 percent of 
the area is closed, 35 percent of the area is open);  

 Text is only permitted in the lower one third of the 
window; 

 Text is limited to 15 percent of the window area; and 
 Establishments regulated by Chapter 12B (convenience 

store regulations) are not eligible for this exception. 
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Possible Additional Restrictions 
 Exception only allowed for businesses greater 

than 10,000 square feet in floor area. 
 Exception only allowed on a building site where 

there is a minimum of 25,000 square feet of 
leasable floor area occupied by two or more 
business establishments. 

 Prohibit signs in upper two thirds on doors that 
provide public access. 
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Sign Example - View from Outside 

8 



City Council Quality of Life and Government Services Committee – August 14, 2012 
 

Sign Example - View from Inside 

9 



City Council Quality of Life and Government Services Committee – August 14, 2012 
 

Additional Views 
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Next Steps 

• Schedule for City Council action on 
September 12, 2012 
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