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What is a J.F.I.P.?What is a J.F.I.P.?

Is an intervention program targeting children 
who:


 

Have been caught committing the crime 
of intentionally setting fires


 

Children who have demonstrated fire- 
setting behavior 
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OUR GOALOUR GOAL
Is to address and deter firesetting

 
behavior through:

Assessment
 

–
 

child and family risk surveys
Treatment –

 
referral to professional counseling 

services (if needed) 
Education

 
–

 
help children understand the 

consequences and risk associated with fire setting.  
Conduct a home fire safety check with parents
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Who is the J.F.I.P.?Who is the J.F.I.P.?

Juvenile Firesetter Intervention Specialists are 
DFR staff assigned to the Arson Division who 
receive training to administer the program.


 

Consists of two Senior Fire Prevention 
Officers and one Lieutenant
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TRAININGTRAINING
Juvenile Firesetter Intervention Specialists  receive 

training from:


 

National Fire Academy


 

State of Texas Fire Marshal’s Office 


 

Various agencies and groups, such as Mental 
Health America (MHA) and the Home Safety 
Council
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Nationally:


 
Fifty-four percent of all arson arrests in the U.S. are 
children under 18.


 

Juveniles account for more than half of the arson 
arrests, with one-third of those children under 15.

Locally:Locally:
••

 
Last year 50% of our Arson clearance rate was linked Last year 50% of our Arson clearance rate was linked 
to incendiary fires involving persons under 18.to incendiary fires involving persons under 18.

••
 

ThirtyThirty--two percent of the children referred to our two percent of the children referred to our 
program are between the ages of 13program are between the ages of 13--16.16.

Is Juvenile Firesetting a Is Juvenile Firesetting a 
problem?problem?
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Types of Types of FiresettersFiresetters

Curiosity/Experimental
•

 
ages 2 to 10

•
 

Ready access to lighters, matches, or open flame
•

 
Unsupervised

Troubled/Crisis
•

 
Mostly boys of all ages

•
 

Use fire to express emotion
•

 
Most likely will continue to set fires until needs are met 
or identified

•
 

Also known as “cry for help”
 

firesetters
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Types of Types of FiresettersFiresetters
 contcont’’dd

Delinquent/Criminal
•

 
Usually teens with a history of firesetting.

•
 

Fires are set with intent to destroy, or as acts of 
vandalism and malicious mischief.

•
 

Targets are typically schools, open fields, dumpsters, or 
abandoned buildings.
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J.F.I.P. In ActionJ.F.I.P. In Action

•
 

Individual intervention sessions 
for juvenile fire setters and their 
families

•
 

Access to additional resources

•
 

Offers group education and 
intervention in our high fire 
incident areas (and others as 
requested)
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Public Service Public Service 
AnnouncementsAnnouncements

“Juvenile Firesetting, A Community Call to Action”

 
–

 
Community 

leaders discuss the problem of juvenile firesetting.

“In Their Own Words”

 
–

 
3 teens discuss the fires they set, their 

motives and consequences. 

These PSAs
 

ran May 2009 –
 

October 2009, on the City of Dallas and 
Dallas Independent School District cable channels.
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RecidivismRecidivism

We conducted We conducted 150150
 

intervention sessions last intervention sessions last 
year.year.

Our recidivism rate continues to be less than Our recidivism rate continues to be less than 1%1%..
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Doing Our BestDoing Our Best


 

On September 6, 2009 the DFR J.F.I.P. was On September 6, 2009 the DFR J.F.I.P. was 
featured in a Dallas Morning News Article.featured in a Dallas Morning News Article.


 

Our manual is now being used as an instruction Our manual is now being used as an instruction 
reference by National Fire Academy Juvenile reference by National Fire Academy Juvenile 
Firesetter Specialist I and II instructors.Firesetter Specialist I and II instructors.
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Networks & ResourcesNetworks & Resources
•• Child & Family Guidance CentersChild & Family Guidance Centers
•• MetroCareMetroCare
•• Community Partners of DallasCommunity Partners of Dallas
•• CONTACT Crisis LineCONTACT Crisis Line
•• ADAPTADAPT
•• Dallas Independent School DistrictDallas Independent School District
•• Big Brothers Big SistersBig Brothers Big Sisters
•• Girls Inc.Girls Inc.
•• Juvenile Firesetter Intervention Specialists Assoc.Juvenile Firesetter Intervention Specialists Assoc.
•• Dallas County Juvenile ProbationDallas County Juvenile Probation
•• City of Dallas City of Dallas –– Recreation Centers & LibrariesRecreation Centers & Libraries
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QUESTIONS?QUESTIONS?
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