
Memorandum 

CITY OF DALLAS 

DATE: February 10,2011 

TO: Honorable Members of the Quality of Life Committee: Vonciel Jones Hill (Vice Chair), 
Carolyn R. Davis, Sheffie Kadane, David A. Neumann, Steve Salazar 

SUBJECT: Quality of Life Committee Meeting 

Monday, February 14,2011, 12:00 p.m. 
Dallas City Hall- 6ES, 1500 Marilla St., Dallas, TX 75201 

The agenda for the meeting is as follows: 

1. Approval of January 24,2011 minutes 
(12:00 p.m. - 12:01 p.m.) 

2. Dallas Trail Safety Initiatives 
(12:01 p.m. 1 :00 p.m.) 

3. Plan for Trash Attack and 
Other Community Clean-Up Initiatives 
(1 :00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.) 

4. Adjourn 
(2:00 p.m.) 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

cc: 

Pauline Medrano, Chair 

Willis Winters, Assistant 
Director of Park & Recreation 

James Childers, Assistant 
Director of Code Compliance 

Pauline Medrano, Chair 

PE, 
Forest E. Turner, Assistant 
Jeanne Chief Financial Officer 
Frank 

"Dallas Together, we do it better!" 



A closed executive session may be held if the discussion of any of the above agenda items concerns one 
of the following: 

1. Contemplated or pending litigation or matters where legal advice is requested of the City Attorney. 
Section 551.071 of the Texas Open Meetings Act. 

2. The purchase, exchange, lease or value of real property, if the deliberation in an open meeting would have 
a detrimental effect on the position of the City in negotiations with a third person. Section 551.072 of the 
Texas Open Meetings Act. 

3. A contract for a prospective gift or donation to the City, ifthe deliberation in an open meeting would have 
a detrimental effect on the position of the City in negotiations with a third person. Section 551.073 of the 
Texas Open Meetings Act. 

4. Personnel matters involving the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline or 
dismissal of a public officer or employee or to hear a complaint against an officer or employee. Section 
551.074 of the Texas Open Meetings Act. 

5. The deployment, or specific occasions for implementation of security personnel or devices. Section 
551.076 of the Texas Open Meetings Act. 

"Dallas Together, we do it better!" 



Quality of Life Council Committee 
Meeting Record 

Meeting Date: 1-24-2011 

Pauline Medrano, Chair 
Vondel Jones Hill, Vice-chair 
Sheffie Kadane 
Dave Neumann 
Steve Salazar 
Carolyn R. Davis 

Staff Present: 

(DRAFT) 

Convened: 2:04 p.m. Adjourned: 3:29 p.m. 

Briefing Presenter(s): 

-Corinne Hill, Interim 
Director of Library Services 

-Robert Curry, Chair of the 
Urban Forest Advisory 

Committee 

Forest Turner, Theresa O'Donnell, Phil Erwin, Betty Antebi-Taylor, Juan Moa, Kjerstine Nielsen 

Special Guests: 
Former Coundlmember Bob Simpson 

AGENDA: 

1. Approval of the December 13, 2010 minutes 
Presenter(s): 
Information Only: __ 
Action Taken/Committee Recommendation(s): 
Motion to approve the December 13,2010 minutes. 

Motion made by: Voncie1 Jones Hill 
Item passed unanimously: _X_ 
Item failed unanimously: __ 

Motion seconded by: Sheffie Kadane 
Item passed on a divided VOte: __ 
Item failed on a divided vote: 

2. Dallas Public Library Update on Library Services 
Presenter(s): Corinne Hill 
Information Only: 
Action Taken/Committee Recommendation(s): 

Quality 
June 2011. 

Hcr?'C~"'r1 that an update briefing come back to the committee in 

Revisions to Article X - Tree and Landscaping Ordinance 
Presenter(s): ==~~C.L 
Information Only: 
Action Taken/Committee Recommendation(s): 



Quality of Life Council Committee 
Meeting Record 

(DRAFT) 

The briefing presented information on trees and how they are an important amenity to the quality 
of life. A revision to the ordinance will increase awareness that trees are an important element 
and eliminate suggestion that the current ordinance is a burden and fails to preserve trees. A 
timeline was presented along with a summary of changes, new ordinance features, and additional 
suggestions. 

The Urban Forest Advisory Committee requested that the Quality of Life Committee send the 
recommendations forward for consideration to the Zoning Ordinance Committee. 

Motion made by: Vonciel Jones Hill 
Item passed unanimously: _X_ 
Item failed unanimously: __ 

Deputy Mayor Pro Tern Pauline Medrano, Chair 
Quality of Life Committee 

Motion seconded by: Steve Salazar 
Item passed on a divided vote: __ 
Item failed on a divided vote: 





Dallas Trail Safety Initiatives
Quality of Life Committee
February 14, 2011
Park and Recreation Department                   
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Purpose of  Briefing



 

Provide brief overview of the City’s trail 
network



 

Provide information on the City’s Trail Safety 
Initiatives



 

Review progress of the Trail Safety Advisory 
Committee



 

Discuss the proposed trail safety awareness 
campaign
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Trail Safety Initiatives



 

2003 and 2006 Bond Program Trail 
Funding


 

Allocated $31 million for:


 

Rights-of-Way Acquisition


 

Matching Funds


 

Site Amenities


 

Trail Construction


 

Trail Reconstruction


 

Trail Planning



 

18 additional miles of                 
trails funded
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Trail Safety Initiatives



 

Leveraged Funding


 

The 2003 and 2006 Bond Programs leveraged an 
additional $29.5 million through various grant 
and partnership programs FUNDING SOURCES:



 

City of Dallas 2003 & 2006 
Bond Programs  $31M



 

Statewide Transportation 
Enhancement Program (STEP)  
$10M



 

Dallas County $9M



 

North Central Texas Council of 
Governments  $7M



 

Private Funds  $3M



 

Collin County Parks and Open 
Space Grant  $.5M

Dallas County
$9M

Collin County
$.5M

City of Dallas
$31M

STEP
$10M

Private
$2.0M

NCTCOG
$7M
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Inventory of Existing Trails

Major Linear Trails 28.8 miles 35.65 miles 66.75 miles

Major Loop Trails 20.1 miles 20.7 miles 20.7 miles

Major Nature Trails 22.8 miles 23.0 miles 23.0 miles

Neighborhood 
Trails

13.8 miles 19.4 miles 19.4 miles

Total Miles 85.5 miles 98.75 miles 129.85  miles

Additional 
Proposed Trails

144.0 miles 172.15 miles 141.05 miles

Plan Total 229.5 miles 270.9 miles 270.9 miles

2005 2009 Funded and 
Existing Trails
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Trail Safety Initiatives



 

Immediate Action – Items that have been 
implemented or are in the process of implementation


 

Increase police presence


 

Implement trail/street crossing improvements


 

Update trail safety guidelines


 

Promote outreach activities


 

Establish the Dallas Trail Safety Advisory 
Committee
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Trail Safety Initiatives



 

Intermediate Action – Items currently in the 
planning phases, to be implemented in the near future


 

Launch advertising campaign to promote proper 
trail use and safety



 

Implement consistent/standardized traffic control 
and safety treatments at all operational trail/street 
crossings



 

Re-stripe faded striping as needed
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Trail Safety Initiatives



 

On-Going and Long Term Action – Items with long 
time horizons and/or requires significant budgetary 
needs for complete implementation:


 

Continue implementation of the Dallas Trail 
Network Masterplan



 

Continue implementation of the 911 locator sign 
program for all major trails



 

Complete and begin implementation of the Dallas 
Bikeway System Master Plan
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Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Immediate Action



 

More police presence on the Katy Trail during peak 
hours


 

10-16 hours of uniformed bicycle police patrol 
added during the “3rd watch” from 3:30 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m., Monday through Friday



 

Existing police bicycle patrols are Monday through 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 



 

Supplemental weekend patrols are Saturday and 
Sunday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  These patrols 
are funded by the Friends of the Katy Trail



 

Continued police presence at White Rock Lake during 
peak hours


 

8 hours of uniformed bicycle and vehicle police 
patrols seven days a week



 

Patrol times vary by officer’s schedules
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Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Immediate Action



 

Improvements to Katy Trail ‘at-grade’ street 
crossings, including reconfigured street lane 
markings and signage

View south at Knox Street View west at the Katy Trail
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Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Immediate Action



 

Katy Trail Crossing at Harvard

View west along Harvard 
toward the Katy Trail

View west along 
Harvard toward the 
Katy Trail

View of temporary 
speed limit flasher
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Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Immediate Action



 

Trail Safety Guidelines updated and posted on 
City’s web site (www.dallasparks.org)
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Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Immediate Action



 

Actively working with stakeholder groups to 
promote outreach activities regarding trail 
safety


 

Participated in the Friends of the Katy Trail 
“Safety Drive,” on October 23, 2010



 

Encourage running and cycling groups to educate 
their constituencies on proper trail etiquette when 
planning and promoting special events

Katy Trail Safety Awareness 
Drive – October 20, 2010
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Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Immediate Action



 

Trail Safety Advisory Committee established 
to develop consensus on appropriateness and 
feasibility of various ideas on improving trail 
safety



 

Discussion topics include:


 

Facility design standards


 

User behavior and concerns


 

Regulation and enforcement


 

Pertinent City codes and ordinances
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Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Immediate Action



 

Key stakeholder groups represented:


 

Friends of the Katy Trail


 

Friends of the Trinity Strand Trail


 

Friends of the Preston Ridge Trail


 

Friends of the Santa Fe Trail


 

Friends of Kiest Trails


 

Bike DFW


 

Dallas Running Club

http://www.bikedfw.org/
http://www.bikedfw.org/
http://www.dallasrunningclub.com/201dir/index.html
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

 

City departments represented:


 

Park and Recreation Department


 

Department of Sustainable Development and 
Construction



 

Public Works and Transportation Department


 

Dallas Police Department



 

Dallas County

Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Immediate Action
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

 

Trail Safety Advisory Committee Meetings


 

December 17, 2010


 

January 11, 2011



 

Trail etiquette subcommittee formed to review 
trail etiquette guidelines


 

First meeting held January 21, 2011

Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Immediate Action
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

 

Launch a dynamic advertising campaign to 
promote proper trail use and safety


 

Initial roll-out proposed for Spring 2011

Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Intermediate Action
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Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Intermediate Action



 

Implement consistent/standardized traffic 
control and safety treatments at all operational 
trail/road crossings


 

Managed by the Department 
of Sustainable Development 
and Construction



 

Funded through a partnership 
with Texas Department of 
Transportation



 

Treatments may include 
pavement markings, signage, 
and lighting
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Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Intermediate Action



 

Re-stripe faded striping as needed


 

To be included in the Park and Recreation 
Department’s Facility Services work plan for this 
fiscal year (FY10-11 restoration funding)



 

Park Department Facility Services Division began 
restriping the Katy Trail on January 27, 2011
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Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

On-Going Action



 

On-Going and Long Term Action – Items with 
long time horizons and/or requires significant 
budgetary needs for complete implementation:


 

Continue implementation of the Dallas Trail 
Network Master Plan



 

Continue implementation of the 911 locator sign 
program for all major trails



 

Complete and begin implementation of the Dallas 
Bikeway System Master Plan





Plan for Trash Attack and Other 
Community Clean-Up Initiatives

Presented to Quality of Life & Government 
Services Committee
February 14, 2011
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Purpose



 

To provide an overview of the various 
community clean-up programs, and the 
City’s broader effort to increase community 
involvement
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Background 



 

Community clean-up events are organized to 
provide resources to support neighborhoods 
with nuisance issues (i.e. high weeds, litter, 
graffiti, etc.)



 

These clean-up events can be held  at 
anytime during the year, but are typically held 
between the months of March and May 
(Spring Cleaning)



 

The size of clean-ups can range from city- 
wide events to neighborhood-based events
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Background (cont.)



 

There were 25 City supported community 
clean-up events held during calendar year 
2010



 

Some examples of clean-up events include:


 

Santa Fe Trail Bridge Graffiti Wipeout


 

Potter’s House Clean-Up


 

Lake Highlands North Clean-Up


 

Phyllis Wheatley Place Clean-Up
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Challenges



 

Although community clean-ups can be 
beneficial, they also present potential 
challenges 



 

Proper planning is necessary for adequate 
resources, volunteer turnout and tools and/or 
equipment 



 

Adverse impact to the City’s resources to 
support these events
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Trash Attack



 

Although community clean-ups have been around for years, the 
term “Trash Attack” was coined by Council Member Vonciel 
Jones Hill



 

This spring, all City-supported clean-up events (i.e. mowing and 
litter pick-up) will be under the “Trash Attack” banner



 

This branding effort will raise the level of community participation 
in clean-up activities
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Trash Attack (cont.)



 

Participants in Trash 
Attack events have 
access to:


 

Three 40 cubic yard roll- 
off containers



 

Access to Community 
Hand Tool Program 
(CHTP) 


 

Lawnmowers


 

Weed eaters 


 

Trash bags


 

Gloves
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Meet Dusty the Dumpster!



 

Dusty the Dumpster is the 
newly created mascot for 
Trash Attack



 

His job is to “Attack 
Trash”, calling on the help 
of the community to keep 
Dallas neighborhoods 
clean



 

Dusty will be presented in 
various forms of media, 
including  a costume that 
will be worn at Trash 
Attack Events, schools 
and other events
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Graffiti Wipeout 



 

Graffiti Wipeout is the 
name given to 
volunteer graffiti 
removal events



 

In spring of 2010, 
www.dallasgraffitiwipeo 
ut.com was launched 
to educate the 
community on graffiti- 
related issues
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Graffiti Wipeout (cont.)



 

In January 2011, Council 
Member Delia Jasso 
spearheaded the call for 
volunteers to help wipeout 
graffiti around the City in the 
weeks leading up to the 
Super Bowl



 

Prospective volunteers 
could email, mail and fax in 
their information to 
volunteer for graffiti wipeout 
events or any other clean- 
up event



 

There have been 15 groups 
sign up as of February 7, 
2011 

The Boomer Green Team from Senior Source
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Community Code Conference 



 

The Inaugural Dallas 
Community Outreach 
conference was held in April 
2010 



 

The conference was created 
by Council Member Carolyn 
Davis to educate code 
enforcement professionals 
and community stakeholders 
on different strategies to keep 
neighborhoods clean



 

Last year’s conference had 
240 participants
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Community Code Conference (cont.)



 

The Conference has various 
breakout sessions that deal 
with different Code 
Compliance and Community 
issues, such as:


 

Absentee Landlords


 

High Weeds


 

Illegal Dumping


 

Community Courts vs. 
Municipal Courts



 

This year’s conference will be 
held April 15th and 16th
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Dallas Community Outreach



 

www.dallascommunityoutr 
each.com will launch in 
March 2011



 

The website will serve as a 
hub for volunteers that 
want to get involved in 
Trash Attack and Graffiti 
Wipeout events across the 
City 



 

The site will host an 
interactive calendar of 
events that will allow users 
to click scheduled events 
to get more information 
and sign up to participate

http://www.dallascommunityoutreach.com/
http://www.dallascommunityoutreach.com/
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Dallas Community Outreach (cont.)



 

Dallas Community Outreach will create an active 
database of volunteers that can be invited to 
participate in a wider array of clean up events



 

It will also coordinate with non-profit and civic 
organizations to assist with projects


 

Community Housing Development Organizations (CHDO)


 

Churches


 

Boy Scouts/Eagle Scouts/Girl Scouts


 

Student organizations


 

Increased efforts will be made to partner with for- 
profit groups that are interested in joining in the 
clean-up activities
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Summary



 

Clean-ups are a great way to connect with the 
community and help keep neighborhoods clean



 

All mowing/litter clean-up events will fall under the 
“Trash Attack” branding



 

The various community clean-up initiatives and the 
annual conference will fall under the Dallas 
Community Outreach banner



 

A website is being created where volunteers can 
sign up and get information about clean-up events
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