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Purpose of  Briefing



 

Provide brief overview of the City’s trail 
network



 

Provide information on the City’s Trail Safety 
Initiatives



 

Review progress of the Trail Safety Advisory 
Committee



 

Discuss the proposed trail safety awareness 
campaign
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Trail Safety Initiatives



 

2003 and 2006 Bond Program Trail 
Funding


 

Allocated $31 million for:


 

Rights-of-Way Acquisition


 

Matching Funds


 

Site Amenities


 

Trail Construction


 

Trail Reconstruction


 

Trail Planning



 

18 additional miles of                 
trails funded
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Trail Safety Initiatives



 

Leveraged Funding


 

The 2003 and 2006 Bond Programs leveraged an 
additional $29.5 million through various grant 
and partnership programs FUNDING SOURCES:



 

City of Dallas 2003 & 2006 
Bond Programs  $31M



 

Statewide Transportation 
Enhancement Program (STEP)  
$10M



 

Dallas County $9M



 

North Central Texas Council of 
Governments  $7M



 

Private Funds  $3M



 

Collin County Parks and Open 
Space Grant  $.5M

Dallas County
$9M

Collin County
$.5M

City of Dallas
$31M

STEP
$10M

Private
$2.0M

NCTCOG
$7M
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Inventory of Existing Trails

Major Linear Trails 28.8 miles 35.65 miles 66.75 miles

Major Loop Trails 20.1 miles 20.7 miles 20.7 miles

Major Nature Trails 22.8 miles 23.0 miles 23.0 miles

Neighborhood 
Trails

13.8 miles 19.4 miles 19.4 miles

Total Miles 85.5 miles 98.75 miles 129.85  miles

Additional 
Proposed Trails

144.0 miles 172.15 miles 141.05 miles

Plan Total 229.5 miles 270.9 miles 270.9 miles

2005 2009 Funded and 
Existing Trails
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Trail Safety Initiatives



 

Immediate Action – Items that have been 
implemented or are in the process of implementation


 

Increase police presence


 

Implement trail/street crossing improvements


 

Update trail safety guidelines


 

Promote outreach activities


 

Establish the Dallas Trail Safety Advisory 
Committee
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Trail Safety Initiatives



 

Intermediate Action – Items currently in the 
planning phases, to be implemented in the near future


 

Launch advertising campaign to promote proper 
trail use and safety



 

Implement consistent/standardized traffic control 
and safety treatments at all operational trail/street 
crossings



 

Re-stripe faded striping as needed
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Trail Safety Initiatives



 

On-Going and Long Term Action – Items with long 
time horizons and/or requires significant budgetary 
needs for complete implementation:


 

Continue implementation of the Dallas Trail 
Network Masterplan



 

Continue implementation of the 911 locator sign 
program for all major trails



 

Complete and begin implementation of the Dallas 
Bikeway System Master Plan



9

Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Immediate Action



 

More police presence on the Katy Trail during peak 
hours


 

10-16 hours of uniformed bicycle police patrol 
added during the “3rd watch” from 3:30 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m., Monday through Friday



 

Existing police bicycle patrols are Monday through 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 



 

Supplemental weekend patrols are Saturday and 
Sunday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  These patrols 
are funded by the Friends of the Katy Trail



 

Continued police presence at White Rock Lake during 
peak hours


 

8 hours of uniformed bicycle and vehicle police 
patrols seven days a week



 

Patrol times vary by officer’s schedules
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Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Immediate Action



 

Improvements to Katy Trail ‘at-grade’ street 
crossings, including reconfigured street lane 
markings and signage

View south at Knox Street View west at the Katy Trail
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Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Immediate Action



 

Katy Trail Crossing at Harvard

View west along Harvard 
toward the Katy Trail

View west along 
Harvard toward the 
Katy Trail

View of temporary 
speed limit flasher
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Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Immediate Action



 

Trail Safety Guidelines updated and posted on 
City’s web site (www.dallasparks.org)
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Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Immediate Action



 

Actively working with stakeholder groups to 
promote outreach activities regarding trail 
safety


 

Participated in the Friends of the Katy Trail 
“Safety Drive,” on October 23, 2010



 

Encourage running and cycling groups to educate 
their constituencies on proper trail etiquette when 
planning and promoting special events

Katy Trail Safety Awareness 
Drive – October 20, 2010



14

Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Immediate Action



 

Trail Safety Advisory Committee established 
to develop consensus on appropriateness and 
feasibility of various ideas on improving trail 
safety



 

Discussion topics include:


 

Facility design standards


 

User behavior and concerns


 

Regulation and enforcement


 

Pertinent City codes and ordinances
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Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Immediate Action



 

Key stakeholder groups represented:


 

Friends of the Katy Trail


 

Friends of the Trinity Strand Trail


 

Friends of the Preston Ridge Trail


 

Friends of the Santa Fe Trail


 

Friends of Kiest Trails


 

Bike DFW


 

Dallas Running Club

http://www.bikedfw.org/
http://www.bikedfw.org/
http://www.dallasrunningclub.com/201dir/index.html
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

 

City departments represented:


 

Park and Recreation Department


 

Department of Sustainable Development and 
Construction



 

Public Works and Transportation Department


 

Dallas Police Department



 

Dallas County

Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Immediate Action
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

 

Trail Safety Advisory Committee Meetings


 

December 17, 2010


 

January 11, 2011



 

Trail etiquette subcommittee formed to review 
trail etiquette guidelines


 

First meeting held January 21, 2011

Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Immediate Action
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

 

Launch a dynamic advertising campaign to 
promote proper trail use and safety


 

Initial roll-out proposed for Spring 2011

Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Intermediate Action
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Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Intermediate Action



 

Implement consistent/standardized traffic 
control and safety treatments at all operational 
trail/road crossings


 

Managed by the Department 
of Sustainable Development 
and Construction



 

Funded through a partnership 
with Texas Department of 
Transportation



 

Treatments may include 
pavement markings, signage, 
and lighting
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Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

Intermediate Action



 

Re-stripe faded striping as needed


 

To be included in the Park and Recreation 
Department’s Facility Services work plan for this 
fiscal year (FY10-11 restoration funding)



 

Park Department Facility Services Division began 
restriping the Katy Trail on January 27, 2011
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Trail Safety Initiatives –
 

On-Going Action



 

On-Going and Long Term Action – Items with 
long time horizons and/or requires significant 
budgetary needs for complete implementation:


 

Continue implementation of the Dallas Trail 
Network Master Plan



 

Continue implementation of the 911 locator sign 
program for all major trails



 

Complete and begin implementation of the Dallas 
Bikeway System Master Plan
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