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CITY OF DALLAS
February 10, 2011
Honorable Members of the Quality of Life Through: Forest E. Turner
Committee: Pauline Medrano (Chair), Vonciel Assistant City Manager

Jones Hill (Vice Chair), Carolyn R. Davis, Sheffie
Kadane, David A. Neumann, Steve Salazar

Dallas Trail Safety Initiatives Briefing

On Monday, February 14, 2011 you will be briefed on the Trail Safety Initiatives.
The briefing material is attached for your review.

If you have questions, please call me at (214) 670-4071.

Park and Recreation Department

Attachment
cc: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
Mary K. Suhm, City Manager
Deborah A. Watkins, City Secretary
Thomas P. Perkins, Jr., City Attorney
Craig D. Kinton, City Auditor
Judge C. Victor Lander, Judiciary
Ryan S. Evans, First Assistant City Manager
A.C. Gonzalez, Assistant City Manager
Jilt Jordan, Assistant City Manager
Jeanne Chippertield, Chief Financial Officer
Helena Stevens-Thompson, Assistant to the City Manager

“Dallas — Together We Do it Better!”
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Purpose of Briefing

O Provide brief overview of the City’s trail
network

O Provide information on the City’s Trail Safety
Initiatives

O Review progress of the Trail Safety Advisory
Committee

O Discuss the proposed trail safety awareness
campaign




Trail Safety Initiatives

O 2003 and 2006 Bond Program Trail
Funding

= Allocated $31 million for:
o Rights-of-Way Acquisition
o Matching Funds
o Site Amenities
o Trail Construction
o Trail Reconstruction
o Trail Planning

m 18 additional miles of
trails funded




Trail Safety Initiatives

O Leveraged Funding

= The 2003 and 2006 Bond Programs leveraged an
additional $29.5 million through various grant
and partnership programs

NCTCOG
$7M

STEP
$10M

Private
$2.0M

Dallas County
$9M
Collin County
$.5M

City of Dallas
$31M

FUNDING SOURCES:

City of Dallas 2003 & 2006
Bond Programs $31M

Statewide Transportation
Enhancement Program (STEP)
$10M

Dallas County $9M

North Central Texas Council of
Governments $7M

Private Funds $3M

Collin County Parks and Open

Space Grant $.5M 4



Inventory of Existing Trails

2005 2009 Funded and
Existing Trails

Major Linear Trails 28.8 miles 35.65 miles 66.75 miles
Major Loop Trails 20.1 miles 20.7 miles 20.7 miles
Major Nature Trails | 22.8 miles 23.0 miles 23.0 miles
Nelghborhood 13.8 miles 19.4 miles 19.4 miles
Trails
Total Miles 85.5 miles | 98.75 miles | 129.85 miles
Additional 144.0 miles | 172.15 miles | 141.05 miles
Proposed Trails
Plan Total 229.5 miles| 270.9 miles 270.9 miles




Trail Safety Initiatives

O Immediate Action — Items that have been
Implemented or are In the process of implementation

= Increase police presence

= Implement trail/street crossing improvements
» Update trail safety guidelines

= Promote outreach activities
|

Establish the Dallas Trail Safety Advisory
Committee




Trail Safety Initiatives

O Intermediate Action — Items currently in the
planning phases, to be implemented in the near future

= Launch advertising campaign to promote proper
trail use and safety

= Implement consistent/standardized traffic control
and safety treatments at all operational trail/street
Ccrossings

m Re-stripe faded striping as needed




Trail Safety Initiatives

O On-Going and Long Term Action — Items with long
time horizons and/or requires significant budgetary
needs for complete implementation:

= Continue implementation of the Dallas Tralil
Network Masterplan

= Continue implementation of the 911 locator sign
program for all major trails

m Complete and begin implementation of the Dallas
Bikeway System Master Plan




Trail Safety Initiatives — Immediate Action

O More police presence on the Katy Trail during peak
hours

» 10-16 hours of uniformed bicycle police patrol
added during the “3' watch” from 3:30 p.m. to
7:00 p.m., Monday through Friday

m EXisting police bicycle patrols are Monday through
Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

= Supplemental weekend patrols are Saturday and
Sunday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. These patrols
are funded by the Friends of the Katy Trail

O Continued police presence at White Rock Lake during
peak hours

= 8 hours of uniformed bicycle and vehicle police
patrols seven days a week

= Patrol times vary by officer’s schedules




Trail Safety Initiatives — Immediate Action

O Improvements to Katy Trail ‘at-grade’ street
crossings, including reconfigured street lane
markings and signage

View west at the Katy Trail
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Trail Safety Initiatives — Immediate Action

o Katy Trail Crossing at Harvard

View west along Harvard
toward the Katy Trail

View west along
Harvard toward the
Katy Trail

View of temporary
speed limit flasher
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Trail Safety Initiatives — Immediate Action

O Trail Safety Guidelines updated and posted on
City’s web site (www.dallasparks.org)

Trail Etiquette and Safety Guidelines

Trails for non-motorized use have become very popular. A consequence of their success is congestion.
With this, safety becomes a major issue. Whether you cycle, walk, jog or skate, your experience
will be safer and more enjoyable if you folfow the guidelines listed below.

Etiquette
and Safety
Guidelines

BE COURTEOUS to other trail users at all times.

BE AWARE of your surroundings at all times,
especially of other trail users travelling at
a different rate of speed. Be careful when
entering the trail, changing direction, or
passing.

KEEP TO THE RIGHT, except when
passing.

ALWAYS PASS ON THE LEFT and give a
clear, audible wamning, such as, “Passing
on your left,” when passing slower traffic.

SLOW DOWN to a safe and reasonable
speed and always yield to pedestrians and slower
moving traffic.

CROSS CAREFULLY. Always look both ways and
yield to “through” traffic. Pedestnians have the right-of-
way and should exercise caution and be aware of the
stopping limitations of cyclists and skaters.

AVOID STANDING STILL on the trail to prevent
blacking other users and avoid collisions. If necessary,
step off to the side of the trail to congregate or wait
for others.

CYCLISTS SHOULD ALWAYS RIDE SINGLE-FILE
and at a safe speed. Never ride on paths intended
exclusively for walking or jogging. Slow down and
form a single line in congested conditions and in
areas with reduced visibility or where other hazardous

Willons exist.

AVOID walking mere than two abreast to allow other
users to pass safely. Form a single line in congested
areas or when other users are trying to pass.

TEACH YOUR CHILDREN TRAIL

ETIQUETTE. Prevent youngsters from
being in the path of faster-moving trail
traffic, especially cyclists who may not
be able to slow down. i

ALWAYS LOOK BOTH WAYS and
stop before crossing a roadway (it's
the law even when a stop sign is not
present). Obey all traffic signs and
signals.

g DOG WALKERS should
keep pets on a short leash on the
h outside edge of the trail at all tmes.

Remove pet waste from the trail.
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, KEEP VOLUME LOW on audio/
telecommunications equipment
such as iPods to increase
awareness of approaching traffic.
Instead of two, try using one
earphone.

WEAR REFLECTIVE CLOTHING
and use bicycle lights when using the
trail after dark.

CITY ORDINANCES

Helmet Law — City Code Chap. 8, Sec. 9.8

B ts are required to follow traffic laws —
City Code Chap. 9

Call Dallas Park and Recreation Depariment at
214.670.4100 for more information.

DALLASPARKS .org *
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Trail Safety Initiatives — Immediate Action

O Actively working with stakeholder groups to
promote outreach activities regarding trail
safety

= Participated in the Friends of the Katy Trail
“Safety Drive,” on October 23, 2010

= Encourage running and cycling groups to educate
their constituencies on proper trail etiquette when

Katy Trail Safety Awareness
Drive — October 20, 2010
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Trail Safety Initiatives — Immediate Action

O Trail Safety Advisory Committee established
to develop consensus on appropriateness and
feasibility of various ideas on improving trail
safety

O Discussion topics include:
Facility design standards
User behavior and concerns
Regulation and enforcement

|
|
|
= Pertinent City codes and ordinances




Trail Safety Initiatives — Immediate Action

O Key stakeholder groups represented:
Friends of the Katy Trail

Friends of the Trinity Strand Trall
Friends of the Preston Ridge Trail
Friends of the Santa Fe Trall

Friends of Kiest Trails

Bike DFW

Dallas Running Club

FFFFFFFFFFFF
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http://www.bikedfw.org/
http://www.bikedfw.org/
http://www.dallasrunningclub.com/201dir/index.html

Trail Safety Initiatives — Immediate Action

O City departments represented:
» Park and Recreation Department

m Department of Sustainable Development and
Construction

= Public Works and Transportation Department
m Dallas Police Department

o Dallas County
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Trail Safety Initiatives — Immediate Action

o Trail Safety Advisory Committee Meetings
m December 17, 2010
m January 11, 2011

O Trail etiquette subcommittee formed to review
trail etiquette guidelines

= First meeting held January 21, 2011
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Trail Safety Initiatives — Intermediate Action

O Launch a dynamic advertising campaign to
promote proper trail use and safety

= Initial roll-out proposed for Spring 2011

@
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SHORT LEASH STAY RIGHT

WALK IN TWO'’S

LOOK & LISTEN
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Trail Safety Initiatives — Intermediate Action

O Implement consistent/standardized traffic
control and safety treatments at all operational

trail/road crossings

= Managed by the Department
of Sustainable Development
and Construction

m Funded through a partnership
with Texas Department of
Transportation

= Treatments may include
pavement markings, signage,
and lighting

ston Rldge Trall
rossing Treatments

Pre:
Road Ci




Trail Safety Initiatives — Intermediate Action

O Re-stripe faded striping as needed

m To be included in the Park and Recreation
Department’s Facility Services work plan for this
fiscal year (FY10-11 restoration funding)

m Park Department Facility Services Division began
restriping the Katy Trail on January 27, 2011
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Trail Safety Initiatives — On-Going Action

0 On-Going and Long Term Action — Items with
long time horizons and/or requires significant
budgetary needs for complete implementation:

= Continue implementation of the Dallas Tralil
Network Master Plan

= Continue implementation of the 911 locator sign
program for all major trails

= Complete and begin implementation of the Dallas
Bikeway System Master Plan

o
vy
7,

DALLAS S
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