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Plan Impetus

• 1985 Dallas Bike Plan needed to be updated

• Growing demand for convenient bicycle connections

– Community health, environmental and economic benefits

• Growing concern about bicycle safety

• NCTCOG funding (STP-MM funds) to support development of a regional 
template

4
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– Need for significant 
improvement in bicycle 
safety at known locations

– Need to enable a broader 
range of the population to 
feel comfortable biking

5

Bicycle Safety
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Phases of Plan Development 

1) Adopt  PlanDraft PlanData Collection and Analysis

Public meetings
On-line survey
Public comments
City/NCTCOG plans and input

Vision & Guiding Principles
Bikeway System Master Plan
Bicycle Programs
Implementation Strategy
Design and Policy Guidance
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Public Meetings
3 Meetings (5/27/10, 9/23/10, 1/20/11)
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Bicycle Policy Steering Committee

Bicycle Advisory Committee

Project Review Committee

18 total committee meetings 
focusing on:

• Visioning

• Plan Elements

• Prioritization

• Network and Plan Review

• Inter-agency coordination

• Policy analysis

• Public meeting 
planning/facilitation

10

Project Committees 
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On-line public input, Plan information, 
and news 

– Contacts database

– On-line free response survey

– Interactive mapping - needs and 
opportunities

– Download draft Plan materials

– Project comment tool
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Project Website

www.dallasbikeplan.org
http://www.tooledesign.com/dallasbikeplan/

http://www.tooledesign.com/dallasbikeplan/downloads/Dallas_Plan_Final_DRAFT.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/DallasCityHall
http://www.twitter.com/1500Marilla
http://www.dallasbikeplan.org/
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Project Newsletters

Planning process updates

Council district e-mail/mailing lists

Spanish version
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• Improve the safety, use, and efficiency of the bicycle mode within the 
City of Dallas

• Better integrate the bicycle mode within the City and regional 
transportation system 

14

Mission

Vision 

• Wide-spread use of bicycles as an accepted and practical form of 
transportation, recreation and exercise

• A safe, efficient, connected Bikeway System for all of Dallas
• A high level of education and public awareness on how to use the 

Bikeway System’s facility types, and on bicycling safety, laws, and 
techniques

• A bicycling culture which promotes bicycling as a viable transportation 
option
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• Establish a more visible and connected bicycle transportation network 
with intermodal linkages.

• Establish connections across barriers, between trails, and to transit, 
schools, and jobs. 

• Utilize excess street capacity with on-street bicycle facilities types, 
with minimal loss of automobile level of service and parking.

15

Design Goals
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1,225 miles of bicycle facilities:  

On-street facilities:  ~770 miles 

Off-street facilities:  ~455 miles

The Proposed 
Bikeway System 
Network 
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Context-Sensitive 

Bicycle Facility Type Recommendations



18

Shared Lane Markings



19

Bike Lanes
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Buffered Bike Lane / Cycle Tracks
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Paved Shoulder
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Shared Use Path (“Sidepath”)
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Street Cross-Section Recommendations
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72 Draft Cross-Section “Types” addressing a range of situations, 
to be incorporated into Complete Streets Design Manual

Sample Cross-Sections
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Trail-Road Crossing 
Traffic Control and Safety Treatments

– New standards for safe trail-road 
crossings

– Quick win opportunity through 
State Transportation Enhancement 
Program (STEP) grant in 
partnership with Dallas County

– Funding for improvements to the 
70 existing trail-road crossings
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Way-Finding Sign System
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“Signature” Facilities

• Plan provides for the possibility of signature facilities for crossing major 
barriers
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• 136 inter-jurisdictional bicycle connections
• 90 on-street connections

• 30 off-street connections

• 16 Regional Veloweb connections

Inter-Jurisdictional Connections
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Policy Recommendations
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• Expand bicycle planning program

• Establish non-profit entity to accept charitable contributions and funds 
raised for Bike Plan implementation

• Establish and maintain a Bicycle Advisory Board

• Increased/new types of bicycle parking at transit stations

• Bicycle transit commuter incentives
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Policy Guidance (continued)

• Revisit no sidewalk use limits for bikes in downtown area

• “Routine accommodation” of bicycle facilities and bicycle facility  
maintenance (institutionalize within City structure) 

• City promotes and gives planning and policy support for higher bicycle 
facilities standards on State (TxDOT) facilities/projects

• Phase out existing signed bike route system

• Economic incentives for employer & retailer end-of-trip facilities

30
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Emphasis on Access to Transit



3333

Employment Density & 
Major Universities
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• 3 general prioritization 
phases

• Criteria for project 
priorities within each 
phase 

• Flexibility 

• Involve neighborhoods, 
businesses, schools

34

Implementation Prioritization
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Phased Implementation

• Early Implementation Projects:
– Opportunities through current CIP projects
– Opportunities through TIF funding
– Opportunities through inter-agency projects
– Ensure that these projects make meaningful linkages

• Demonstration Projects:
– Strategic projects that establish key linkages with high ridership 

potential
– Potential for testing new concepts
– Candidates for next Bond Program

• Longer term Implementation:
– Future Bond Programs
– Private donations
– Trail Master Plan

35
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Bicycle Advocacy and Education Programs

36

• Strengthen partnerships with existing events

• Event series at Fair Park

• Bike to Work Day/Week/Month 

• Bike-to-School Day 

• Summer bicycle education and recreation 

• Bike share 

• Bikeway System guide map

• Bike Plan web site with interactive features

• Bicycle Commuter Reimbursement Program

• Promotional materials

• Bicycle safety education and enforcement program
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Benefits to Bicyclists & Community
 Presence of bicycle lanes increases ridership by 5-7%, and “cycle tracks” 18-20%

 Bicyclists encouraged to ride in the correct direction, with the flow of traffic 

 Bicyclists have a clear place to be so they are not tempted to ride on the sidewalk 

 Reminds motorists to look for cyclists when turning or opening car doors; 

 Reduces the chance that motorists will stray into cyclists’ path of travel; 

 Makes it less likely that passing motorists swerve toward opposing traffic; 

 Decreases the stress level of bicyclists riding in traffic. 

 Better definition of travel lanes where road is wide (lessens the "sea of asphalt" look).

 A traffic calming effect, especially on arterials

 An improved buffer to trees, allowing greater plantings of green canopies, which also has a 
traffic calming effect.
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 Dollar-for-dollar, bicycle infrastructure is the most effective form of transportation 
investment

 Street pavement life is increased

 Better utilization of excess roadway capacity, investment in roadway maintenance

 People who bike and walk to an area spend more money in that area per month than 
those who drive there. 

 2008 National Association of Realtors (NAR) revised its policy statement on 
transportation to call for the consideration of all transportation types, including 
bicycling, in every transportation project. Realtors “don’t just sell homes, [they] sell 
communities.” 

Potential Economic Benefits
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Bicycles taking just 2% of the mode share by 2017 would translate into 
over 331 million pounds of carbon dioxide (CO2) equivalent annually, or 
the annual greenhouse gas emissions of over 27 thousand passenger 
vehicles. 

In terms of some of the major individual greenhouse gases emissions from 
mobile sources (cars and trucks), by 2017 the following annual reductions, 
are expected as a result of the implementation of this plan: 

Carbon Dioxide (CO2) ~106 million lbs/yr; 

Carbon Monoxide (CO) ~3 million lbs/yr; 

Nitrous Oxides (NOX) ~280 thousand lbs/yr.

Source: City of Dallas, Proposal to U.S. EPA Climate Showcase Communities Program, July 2009.  

Potential Environmental Benefits
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~ 770 miles of on-street facilities 

• Restriping and signage costs (5 to 7 
year life) - $12 to $15 million

~ 325 miles of new off-street facilities       

• $325 million @ $1 million per mile

Order of Magnitude 
Build-Out Costs

41
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• Plan Adoption (target date: 4/13/11)

• Plan promotion at coming events: Tour Dallas (4/2/11), Earth Day (4/22-
23/11)

• Ensure Plan recommendations are integrated into soon to be initiated 
Dallas Complete Streets Initiative / Design Manual (2011-2012)

• Demonstration / Early Implementation Projects (2011-2012)

43

Next Steps
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