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CITY OF DALLAS
February 25, 2011

Members of the Transportation and Environment Committee:
Linda Koop (Chair), Sheffie Kadane (Vice Chair), Jerry R. Allen, Tennell Atkins,
Carolyn R. Davis, Vonciel Jones Hill, Delia Jasso, Pauline Medrano, Ron Natinsky

The Better Block Project

At the Transportation and Environment Committee Meeting on Monday, February 28,
2011, the Street Space Collaborative Group will brief the committee on “The Better
Block Project -The Living Charrette”. '

Please feel free to contact me if you need additional information.

JilVA. Jordan, P.E.

Assistant City Manager

The Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

Mary K. Subhm, City Manager

Thomas P. Perkins, Jr. City Attorney

Deborah Watkins, City Secretary

Craig Kinton, City Auditor

Judge C. Victor Lander, Administrative Judge

Ryan S. Evans, First Assistant City Manager

A.C. Gonzalez, Assistant City Manager

Forest Turner, Assistant City Manager

Jeanne Chipperfield, Chief Financial Officer

Edward Scott, Director, Controller's Office

Frank Librio, Public Information Office

Helena Stevens-Thompson, Assistant to the City Manager — Council Office
Theresa O’Donnell, Director, Sustainable Development and Construction

“Dallas-Tegether, we do it better”



STREET + SPACE

collaborative

The Better Block Project

“The Living Charrette”
Andrew Howard, A.I.C.P.
Jason Roberts

City of Dallas
Transportation and Environment Committee
February 28, 2011
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http://www.dallascityhall.com/forwardDallas/index.html
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http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=4973529&id=755262731
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http://www.gooakcliff.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/badblock.jpg
http://www.gooakcliff.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/betterblock2.jpg



http://www.gooakcliff.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/people7.jpg
http://www.gooakcliff.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/art1.jpg



http://www.gooakcliff.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/trees1.jpg
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http://www.gooakcliff.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/people6.jpg
http://www.gooakcliff.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/people2.jpg
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http://www.gooakcliff.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/people5.jpg
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http://www.gooakcliff.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/people4.jpg



http://www.gooakcliff.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/bikes.jpg



http://www.gooakcliff.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/family1.jpg
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“The two most inspiring movements in
transportation are Cyclovia and Better Block.

- Andy Clarke, League of American Bicyclist

“Better Block envelopes thirty years of research
and experience in creating great public space
into a weekend experience.”

Fred Kent, Project for Public Spaces
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Home > Qpinion > Local Voices > Local Voices Headlines

Michael Walker: We can have ‘better blocks’
all year 1f we make a few key changes

Published 18 February 2011 11:08 AM

A Textsize 4 v B~ B EH

Jane Jacobs, urban activist and author of The Death and Life of Great American Cities, once said, “Cities
are like bodies, and streets are the arteries.” As Dallas continues to grow and redevelop, it is important to
remember this companson that our streets are, in essence, the lifeblood of our city.

Most of the time, we view our roadways in Dallas as nothing more than massive arteries pumping tens of
thousands of cars from point A to point B or, conversely, clogged with congestion, hardly bringing life to

their surroundings. Single-use roadways — only designed for the movement of cars — can literally strangle
the life out of the neighborhoods that surround them. It i1s only when we create streetscapes that are 23
attractive to a multitude of users — automobiles_ transit, bicycles_and pedestrians — that we start to
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Comments 0 | Recommend X 0

Gourmet food trucks spice up the Dallas Arts
District

By SHERRY JACOBSON / The Dallas Morning News

sjacobson@dallasnews.com A TextSize 4 v B LY~ i F
Published 01 Novembaer 2010 08:54 AM

What was that good smell coming from downtown Dallas on Sunday afternoon?

Maybe it was the tangy Korean BBQ or the curried pumpkin soup wafting sweetly from the Arts District,
where five food trucks made a tasty but rare foray into downtown Dallas.

Parked along Flora Street between the Dallas At Museum and the Meyerson Symphony Center, the
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FRONT PAGE NEWS

Friday, Jan. 21, 2011
Thursday, Jan. 20, 2011

Monday, Jan. 17, 2011

| to be held from 3 p.m. to 10 p.m.

1 p.m. Saturday, will temporarily

Home = Article VOL. 125 | HO. 225 | Thursday, November 18, 2010

Broad Ambitions

Residents promote, celebrate Broad Avenue revival

| JOMATHAN DEVIN | Special to The Daily News | § share BV
Print | Front Page | Email this story ¥ Tweet 3

Its title may sound like a Woody Allen movie, but an innovative, two-day
street festival in a resurging Midtown neighborhood may draw in new

| businesses via bike traffic.

“A New Face for an Old Broad,”

Friday and from 8 a.m. to 10

exhibit Broad Avenue as a
connector between the terminus
of the Shelby Farms Greenline
and Overton Park.

Sarah Newstok of Livable Memphis walks
down Broad Avenue with vendors from

3 -} ] -
It's easier for any of us to Em:han'led Florist to prepare for this carmrtg
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Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & RSS:
l-i 115 j ]

fT.BLOG Get more from the daily news!

December Existing Homes in South
Rise io Per,

FHN Pavs Cash, Adds to Board;
Downtown Board Supports Biz; Steve
Cohen Speaks

U of M Area Inks Self-Serve TCEY

The Newsiest Blog Post I've Ever
Written

Mol E I

RECORD TOTALS DAY WEEHK YEAR
PROPERTY SALES &8 164 744
MORTGAGES 113 326 1,561
FORECLOSURE NOTICES 1] 177 788
BUILDING PERMITS 0 353 1.845
BAMKRUPTCIES 76 3z7 887
BUSINESS LICEMSES 1] 92 322
UTILITY COMNECTIONS 76 390 1,250
MARRIAGE LICEMSES 10 65 154
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About Us | Join/Donate | Calendar | Store | Links | Contact 5,

League of

AMERICAN BICYCLISTS = —

PROGRAMS MEMBERS RESOURCES TAKE ACTION MEDIA CENTER

Workir

1g for a Bicycle Friendly America

Home » Blog

« Bicycle Friendly University Bike Education in Hawaii
application now online using federal funds »

A Better Block on Broad

Borrowing the idea from Bike Friendly Oak CIiff
and their A Better Block Profect, advocates at 36
Livable Memphis temporarily redesigned Broad

Street to show what the block could look like if f Share
transformed into a walkable, bikable art district destination.
With assistance from an Advocacy Advance grant and city
support, Livable Memphis temporarily re-made the street with
more pedestrian space, bike lanes, traffic calming and
temporary pop-up art, coffee and bike shops.

"The temporary redesign of Broad Avenue is a physical
representation of how city streets can be designed as safe
places for all road users,” says Memphis® Bikeway/Pedestrian
Coordinator, Kyle Wagenschutz, "the ability to expernience
world-class bicycle facilities and high-quality pedestrian
walkways helped over 13,000 people develop a greater sense
of clarity about what the vision for Broad Avenue is.”

While such commercial districts already exist in Cooper-
Young, Overton Square and near the University of Memphis,
Broad Street’s connection to the new Memphis Greenline
makes it particular accessible by bike. In a city previously
known for it's disregard for cyclists, advocates and the city's
new (and first!) bicycle coordinator are making great strides.

Efforts like these can show the desire for changes to street
design and the impacts they can have. With the high turn-out

SEARCH BLOG

PAGES
* About the League's Blog
RSS FEED

Sl Subscribe
ARCHIVES

* January 2011

> December 2010
* November 2010
> Ocrober 2010
3 September 2010
* August 2010

> July 2010

» June 2010

> May 2010

» April 2010

* March 2010

*» February 2010
* January 2010

* Decembear 2009
> November 2009
* Ocrober 2009

3 Eegtember 2009

BIKE LEAGUE BLOG
Read the Bike League Elog.

JOIN THE LEAGUE
Join the League & get benefits.
CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP
Support the League. More info.
CYCLING IN YOUR AREA

Use Find It! for local resources.
SEARCH

Search our whole site. Go!

WANT TO LEARN MORE?

Sign up for cur Email
_Nlh‘l.lmlr

CHRISTOPHER G

BURNS...

JUSTICE FOR CYCLISTS

904-632-2424

BURNS®TERRELLHOGAN.COM
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Projects aims to offer a preview of permanent makeover for CI |ck aboVe

Mount Rainier area

for this week’s

By Daniel Leaderman
The Gazette
Thursday, September 23, 2010

P Network News PROFILE

savings at Target.

K] Recommend
Mount Rainier officials and business owners envision wTweet | 11
transforming a city block littered with vacant T
storefronts into one with art galleries or cafes with i e L @ WEERIY Ad
outdoor seating, plants lining the sidewalks and :
musicians performing -- af least for a day.
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Building a better block

By LISA GRAY Copyright 2010 Houston Chronicle
June 25, 2010, 4:36PM

“It was this punk-rock, stick-it-to-the-man thing,” says Jason
_ Roberts, the nngleader of the Better Block Project. "We flouted
a® Del.icio.us #7 Digg every law we could.

.. Twitter Kl Facebook Roberts, an indie-rock rpusician and b_tcycle actmvist, lives inIDaIt
@ StumbleUpon ) Cliff, a south Dallas neighborhood built around a streetcar line,
e = Email which gives it a bone structure similar to the Houston Heights. But
Oak Cliffs reputation is much rougher. In the 70s, when Oak Cliff's
YRecommend [ Be the firstof your friends to  schools were desegregated, many of its white residents fled to
recommend this. north Dallas. These days, most of the neighborhood's commercial
streets are a rundown jumble of tire stores and taquenas, a
nonplace you drive through as fast as you can.

Oak Cliff is, in other words, like much of Houston.

"Dallas and Houston are both the same way,” Roberts says.
“They're good for cars. They suck for people.”

Roberts wanted Oak Cliff to be like ... Europe.
With street life. Bike lanes. Sidewalk cafes. Flowers on the sidewalk.

He wanted, in other words, the kind of city that Dallas ordinances discourage. So on April 10, he and a dozen of
his artsy friends did their best to stick it to the man.

They took control of a ratty, semi-abandoned block in Oak CIiff. And — in your face, city council pigs! - they made
that block a really nice place to hang out. A place with coffee and pastries and gift shops.

"We were hoping the police would shut us down,” says Roberts. "We wanted to get that on film."
Speedy wasteland
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How To: Build a Better Block
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Better Blocks

Memphis, TN
Oyster Bay, NJ
Waco, TX

Ft. Worth, TX

Houston, TX

San Antonio, TX
Miami, FL

Mount Rainer, MD
Cleveland, OH
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Better Block Field Guide
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~ " Dallas, TX 75208
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