


Proposed Referendums for 
Sale of Park Land 

 
Quality of Life Committee 

February 11, 2013 



Purpose of Briefing 

 To provide the history of the proposed land sales of 
Joey Georgusis Park and Elgin B. Robertson Park  

 Review options related to  potential sale and exchange 
of park land 

 Review options for proposed referendums 
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Joey Georgusis Park 
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Joey Georgusis Park 
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Joey Georgusis Park 

 Donated:   174 Acres 
 Purchased:   35 Acres 
 Total:                 209 Acres 
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Joey Georgusis Park 

 Approximately 25 acres of the donated land are 
deemed to be of limited recreational use 
 Topography 
 Inaccessible  
 Not contiguous  
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Joey Georgusis Park 
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Joey Georgusis Park 
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Joey Georgusis Park 
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Coombs Creek Trail 



Joey Georgusis Park 

 Proposal to sell or exchange 
approximately 25 acres of land 
 Topography 
 Inaccessible  
 Not contiguous 

 Adjacent potential replacement 
land is available to serve 
 Trail connectivity needs 
 Future residential population 
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Elgin B. Robertson Park 
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Elgin B. Robertson Park 

 Elgin B. Robertson Park was 
acquired in 1966 as part of 
the Forney Reservoir 
development (now known as 
Lake Ray Hubbard) 
 The park was purchased with 

Dallas Park and Recreation 
Department bond funds 

 The land was immediately 
designated park upon purchase 
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Elgin B. Robertson Park 



Elgin B. Robertson Park 
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Elgin B. Robertson Park North 

Approximately 142 Acres 

Elgin B. Robertson Park South 

Approximately 115 Acres 



Elgin B. Robertson Park 

 Current uses include: 
 Marina and RV/Boat storage 
 Boat ramps 
 Loop road 
 Parking 
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Elgin B. Robertson Park 

 Located 10 miles outside of the 
edge of the Dallas City Limits 

 Located 20 miles from Downtown 
Dallas 

 Maintained at a minimal level 
 No waste water utilities 
 A 2005 park user survey found: 
 88% of park users live outside of the 

City of Dallas 
 Dallas citizens that did use the park 

were there primarily to access the lake 
only 
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Elgin B. Robertson Park 
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Elgin B. Robertson Park 

 Park maintenance cost 
 2010-11   $139,000 
 2012-12   $106,000 
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Elgin B. Robertson Park 

 DPD crime statistics  
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Elgin B. Robertson Park 

 The City has been approached several times by 
private developers and neighboring cities seeking to 
purchase and develop the land 

 Dallas has 3 options regarding Elgin B. Robertson Park 
 Maintain as park and explore possibilities for better 

recreational uses 
 Enter into cooperative agreement with another city 
 Sell land to private developer or adjacent city and utilize 

proceeds to benefit other City of Dallas parks 
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Elgin B. Robertson Park 

 Enter into cooperative 
agreement with another city: 
 In 2004, DPARD developed a 

cooperative agreement with 
the City of Rowlett for the use 
and development of the north 
side of Elgin B. Robertson Park 
for a City of Rowlett park  

 The city of Rowlett did not 
execute this agreement, as they 
became more interested in the 
development of this property 
for economic development and 
to enhance the gateway into 
the City of Rowlett 
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Elgin B. Robertson Park 

 Maintain as park and explore 
possibilities for better recreational uses: 
 In 2004, DPARD entered into 

development and management 
agreement with Dallas BAT for the 
development of a baseball and                      
softball complex on the south                            
side, adjacent to the marina 

 The Agreement was terminated                           
due to high development costs, 
including utilities, and lack of                    
funding 

 Other inquiries have not been 
successful  
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Elgin B. Robertson Park 

 Sell land to private developer or adjacent city and 
utilize proceeds to benefit other City of Dallas parks 
 Private interest in sale and development of both sides of 

property 
 City of Rowlett is primarily interested in the north side 
 Proceeds could benefit the acquisition and/or improvement 

of other park land within the City of Dallas: 
• Implementation of the Aquatics Master Plan 
• Land Acquisition 
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Elgin B. Robertson Park 

 2006 appraised value: 
 North tract 

• With utilities:   $18.8 million 
• Without utilities:  $13.9 million  

 South tract – 142 acres 
• With utilities:   $15.0 million 
• Without utilities:  $10.0 million 

 Total without utilities: $23.9 million 
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Options for Proposed 
Referendums 
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Options for Proposed Referendums 

 How would we utilize 
sale proceeds of $20 
million? 

 Propose to begin 
implementation of the 
Aquatics Master Plan 
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Options for Proposed Referendums 
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Scenarios  

 Option A: 
 1 – Regional aquatic center:   $6.5 million 
 3 – Community aquatic centers: $12.9 million 

     $19.4 million 

 Option B: 
 2 – Regional aquatic centers: $13.0 million 
 1 – Community aquatic centers:   $4.3 million 
 2 – Splash pads     $2.0 million 

     $19.3 million 
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Requirements to Sell 

 A sale of park land, of over two acres, requires a public 
referendum 
 Exception to the referendum requirement is to sell directly to 

another governmental entity  

 Sale proceeds are required to be used for park land 
acquisition and facility improvements 

 Proceeds cannot be used to directly offset or maintain 
general service costs for the park system 
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Previous Referendum Results 

 The Joey Georgusis Park and Elgin B. Robertson Park 
proposals were on the November 2, 2010 ballot 

 Both measures failed  
 Joey Georgusis Park 

• For:  47% 
• Against:  53% 

 Elgin B. Robertson Park  
• For:  46% 
• Against:  54% 
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Previous Referendum Results 

 Why did the measures fail? 
 Ballot language was ambiguous as to the City’s reasoning for 

the ballot measure 
 Lack of promotional campaign and educational materials to 

inform voters on intent of the ballot measure 
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Ballot Language  

 Joey Georgusis Park 
 2010:  “Authorizing the city council to sell and convey 

approximately 25 acres of city park land contained in Joey 
Georgusis Park” 

 

 Proposed 2013: “Authorize the city council to sell or exchange 
up to 25 acres of city park land contained in Joey Georgusis 
Park, located near the intersection of Cockrell Hill Road and 
Interstate 30, which land is unneeded due to its limited 
recreational use, and to use the proceeds of the conveyance 
for enhancements of the City of Dallas Park and Recreation 
System” 
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Ballot Language  

 Elgin B. Robertson Park 
 2010:  “Authorizing the city council to sell and convey all city 

park land contained in Elgin B. Robertson Park” 
 
 Proposed 2013: “Authorizing the city council to convey by sale 

or exchange up to the total acreage of unneeded city park land 
contained in Elgin B. Robertson Park, located near the 
intersection of Dalrock Road and Interstate 30 at Lake Ray 
Hubbard, which land is unneeded due to its limited use and 
accessibility by the City of Dallas residents, and to use the 
proceeds of the conveyance for the enhancement of the City 
of Dallas Park and Recreation System.” 
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May Ballot - Schedule 

 February 7, 2013 - Park and Recreation Board 
supported the proposed sale of park land 

 February 11, 2013 - City Council Committee Briefing 
 February 27, 2013 - City Council calls referendums 
 May 11, 2013 – Election day 
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Next Steps 

 Request the City Council to authorize a special election 
on May 11, 2013 on the question of selling all of Elgin 
B. Robertson Park and a portion of Joey Georgusis Park 
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Proposed Referendums for 
Sale of Park Land 

 
Quality of Life Committee 

February 11, 2013 
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