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Study Rationale

Documents that arts and cultural organizations 
provide more than “soft” benefits in the region
Provides longitudinal perspective on the arts 
marketplace
Provides information to policy-makers on the 
tangible economic benefits of supporting 
continued or increased arts and cultural 
organizational funding
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Methodology

Economic impacts are calculated based on the 
information contained in completed surveys from 
respondents (98 respondents in this year’s study –
43% response rate)
Three components of the total economic impact:

Direct/Indirect spending – expenses of organizations

Indirect Audience spending – attendance of organizations 
times  per patron spending amount

Construction – expenses of organizations less leakage

Multipliers are applied to each category - to account for 
“respending” in the economy – to derive total 
economic impacts
Methodology is consistent with those utilized for 
economic impact studies of professional sports and 
entertainment projects
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North Texas Results

Arts and cultural organizations accounted for 
$701 million in economic activity in 2004
Arts and cultural organizations accounted for 
$795 million in economic activity in 2005
Arts and cultural organizations are projected 
to account for $828 million in economic 
activity in 2006
Growth is attributable to growth in several 
large organizations, audience expansion and 
increased construction activity
Impact from operations is approximately $750 
million currently
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Dallas Results

2004: $454 million
2005: $523 million
2006: $550 million
Dallas accounts for approximately 65% of the total 
economic impact in the North Texas region
Construction activity in Dallas is strong and is likely 
to increase with the construction of the Dallas 
Center for the Performing Arts
18 of the 45 Dallas-based respondents report 
estimated expenses in 2006 of $1M or greater
11 of the 45 Dallas-based respondents report 
attendance in 2005 of 100K or greater (total 
attendance in Dallas of 4.5 million)
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Other Key Results

Attendance at arts and cultural institutions 
exceeds 4.5 million annually (2005)
Dallas-based organizations employ over 1,200 
full-time and 1,100 part-time personnel 
directly
Over 500,000 school children participated in 
arts and cultural programs in 2005 with Big 
Thought, the DMA and the DSO as the leaders 
in this arena
Given the total economic of arts and cultural 
organizations in Dallas, the sector accounts for 
approximately 13,000 jobs in the Dallas 
economy in 2006
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Investments and Returns

The City of Dallas will expend approximately 
$31.4 million for all arts and cultural programs 
in 2006 (see chart below for distribution)
Based on the estimated economic impact in 
2006 of $550 million, the City will see a return 
of $17 for every $1 invested
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Questions and Answers
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