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Mission Statement

• Provide air support to the geographic 
patrol divisions and specialized units

• Enhance officer and public safety

• Reduce the incidence of crime and thus 
reduce the fear of crime
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Unit Overview
• Established in 1969

• Fleet of 3 Bell helicopters 

• 14 pilots (senior corporals)

• 2 sergeants and 1 lieutenant

• 3 Federal Aviation Administration 
licensed civilian mechanics 

• Provides service 24/7
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Effectiveness of Police 
Helicopters

• Rapid response

• Provides “birds-eye” view to direct ground officers

• Thermal imaging

• Search light capabilities

• Increased apprehension rate

• Reduces response time

• Reduces number of officers/amount of time on call
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Unit Responsibilities
• Homeland Security (critical infrastructures)

• Surveillance

• Fire/search and rescue operations

• Dignitary protection

• Aerial photography

• Crime prevention

• Traffic management

• Community presentations

• Respond to calls for service

• Special events
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2009 Activity
• 6,207 calls for service

• 971 arrests

• 336 recovered stolen vehicles

• 67 vehicle pursuits/tactical apprehensions

• 61 missing/lost persons located

• 6 rescues

• 17 fires located

• 115 community presentations

• 3.1 minute average response time
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Recent Grant Acquisition

• Awarded Urban Areas Security Initiative (UASI) 
Grant for 750K

– Airborne downlinking equipment

– Aircraft equipment upgrades



Questions?
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