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Big Thought Overview

Mission: To make imagination a part of everyday learning

Big Thought Manages Thriving Minds

Thriving Minds is a public/private partnership which coordinates

 

and 

 
leverages resources from cultural, educational, youth development and social 

 
service organizations in support of student achievement and family 

 
engagement.  

Thriving Minds Contributions:

1. Provides Direct Services to Children

2. Convenes Partners Towards Similar Goals

3. Builds Capacities of Organizations and Individuals

4. Conducts Research and Evaluation
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Institutional Partnerships

Dallas ISD
Elementary School

•After‐school in 26 campuses; Summer school in 22 sites

• Provide professional development for 6,000 teachers

• All 4th/5th

 

graders visit museum/ symphony

Middle School

• After‐school in 5 campuses; summer school in 8 campuses + 

 
Fair Park

High School

• Provides internships/apprenticeships for High School students

• W.T. White High School Academy

• Daverse

 

Lounge/Creative Solutions – At‐risk teen interventions
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Institutional Partnerships

City Cultural Centers

Cultural Center Summer  Focus After‐school
Focus

Ages Served

Bath House Nature and 

 
Science

Modern Classics; 

 
Theater

8‐10 yrs.

Latino Theater and Art Not  Currently 

 
Offered

11‐14 yrs.

Oak Cliff Literacy and Music Guitar; Music 5‐11 yrs.

South Dallas Multidisciplinary Multidisciplinary 12‐15 yrs., 6‐9 yrs.
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Institutional Partnerships

Libraries
•Programming in all 27 branches

•Dozens of Community Artists + Professional Artists

o Workshops and Performances

•Whole‐family, age appropriate programming

o Librarians active in promoting relevant books; resources

•Four‐month  theater and writing projects at Dallas West and 

 
Lakewood branches
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Resources

Big Thought provides approximately $2.5 million in contracts for

 

Dallas 

 
Arts/Education providers and instructional partners. 

The top 15 of 2010‐2011 are: 
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Big Thought Partners
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SLANT 45 and Service 
 Learning
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SLANT 45

SLANT 45: Service Learning Adventures 

 in Texas

A partnership between the North Texas XLV Super 

 
Bowl Committee and Big Thought which coordinated 

 
a 53‐city service‐learning initiative

Original Goal: 

•20,000 students

•45,000 hours of service learning

Final Number

• 44,140 students

•445,814 hours of service‐learning
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SLANT 45 – Moving Forward

SLANT 45: Service Learning Adventures 

 in Texas

•Will continue locally, infusing service‐learning into 

 
Dallas after‐school programs

•Work with dozens of Dallas partner organizations to 

 
maintain a wide‐scale service learning initiative

•Thousands of hours towards community service in 

 
Dallas
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Summer Camps
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Summer Camp Video:
http://bit.ly/TMSummer
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Early Indicators of Success

Elementary Summer Camps 2010

Attendance

• 86% successful completion of summer school

Students matriculated and started the school year with success

• 81% promoted 

• Better 1st

 

6 week grades

Teachers saw new potential in their own work and in the students

 
they taught

• 83% expressed interest in teaching integrated curriculum again

Increased quality of instruction in summer programs

• Significant rise in advanced/proficient teaching quality
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Summer Camps 2011

Middle School

•9 Dallas ISD sites plus Fair Park
•4 weeks; 2 weeks on Dallas ISD Campuses, 2 weeks in Fair Park 

•Enrollment capacity: 2,000

•Integrated, project‐based learning with “career cruising”
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Building Blocks of Summer 
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Elementary and Middle School summer camps share the following 

 
elements of success:

Project‐

 
Based

Integrated 

 
Curriculum

Career‐

 
Focused

Maximizing 

 
Resources

Community Participation



Summer Camp 2011 Community 
 Sites

Academic Partner Programs With:
•UNT (Dallas and Denton)
•Paul Quinn College
•SMU
•DCCC
•UTD
•Dallas ISD

South Dallas Hub
•Jefferies Learning Center
•Park South YMCA
•St. Phillips Comm. School
•St. Anthony School 
•African Am. Museum
•Eddie Bernice Johnson Youth and 

 
Family CenterEast Dallas Hub

•Jubilee Park & Comm. Ctr
•Zaragoza Elementary

West Dallas Hub
•(3) West Dallas Comm. Ctrs
•Trinity River Mission

Pleasant Grove Hub
•Fireside Recreation Center 
•Pleasant Grove Library

Downtown
•Black Academy of Arts and 

 
Letters

North Dallas
•Choices Leadership Academy
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Addendum
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Awards and Accomplishments?

Awards for Service to Children

•Community Arts Education National Leadership Award

•Americans for the Arts National Arts Education Award

•President’s Committee on the Arts & the Humanities Coming Up Taller 

 
Award

•Wallace Foundation ‐

 

$16M to Thriving Minds

•Texas Education Agency ‐

 

$8M to manage Thriving Minds After‐School in 30 

 
Dallas schools

•U.S. Department of Education ‐

 

Two consecutive $1M grants ranked highest 

 
in nation

•National Endowment for the Arts ‐

 

10 consecutive years of funding

•Ford Foundation ‐

 

First ever arts‐in‐education grant

Advising/Consulting

Amarillo, Atlanta, Baltimore, Chicago, Philadelphia, Portland, San Diego, 

 
Syracuse
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Big Thought Major Funders
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Big Thought Major Funders
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Big Thought Funders
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2010‐2011 Board of Directors

 
Executive Committee 

Chair 

 

Bill Siegel

 
Chair‐Elect 

 

Cliff Miercort

 
Treasurer 

 

Glenn Baldwin

 
Secretary 

 

C.P. Henry

 
Chair, Board Governance 

 

Anita Tarar

 
Chair, Development 

 

Ellen Hoffman

2010‐2011 Executive Board  
At‐Large Members

Bill Albers

 
Lauren Embrey

 
Kate Flume

 
Beth Ganslen

 
Lisa Glasgow

 
Karen Hirschman 

 
Irene Hosford

 
Mitch Jericho

 
Alfreda

 

Norman

 
Tracey Roach

 
Natalie Sorrell

 
Pam Watkins 

 
Larry Whitt 

Big Thought Board of Directors
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