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Water RescueWater Rescue
Captain Chad SmithCaptain Chad Smith

Water Rescue CoordinatorWater Rescue Coordinator

Homeland Security BureauHomeland Security Bureau

Dallas Fire Rescue Special OperationsDallas Fire Rescue Special Operations

May 17, 2010May 17, 2010
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History of History of SwiftwaterSwiftwater
 

Rescue Rescue 
in Dallasin Dallas



 
May 5, 1995 super stormsMay 5, 1995 super storms



 
Technical Rescue Team 15 until 2007Technical Rescue Team 15 until 2007



 
SwiftwaterSwiftwater

 
34  July 7, 200734  July 7, 2007



 
Only one Only one SwiftwaterSwiftwater

 
TeamTeam



 
Vision for a second team to ensure Vision for a second team to ensure 
protection for the northern area of the protection for the northern area of the 
citycity
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OrganizationOrganization



 
Deputy Chief of Special Operations Deputy Chief of Special Operations 
(812)(812)



 
Section Chief of Special Operations Section Chief of Special Operations 
(815)(815)



 
Water Rescue Coordinator (824)Water Rescue Coordinator (824)



 
Officers at Station 34Officers at Station 34



 
SwiftwaterSwiftwater

 
technicianstechnicians



 
Staffing minimum of 6 Staffing minimum of 6 SwiftwaterSwiftwater

 Technicians per shiftTechnicians per shift
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Training RequirementsTraining Requirements



 
NFPA 1006 & 1670NFPA 1006 & 1670

I.I.
 
Swift water rescue (50hr) Swift water rescue (50hr) 

II.II.
 
Technical rope rescue (40hr)Technical rope rescue (40hr)



 
All members certified as All members certified as 
technicians in all areas of water technicians in all areas of water 
rescuerescue



 
Continued Education 16 hrs per Continued Education 16 hrs per 
yearyear
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ApparatusApparatus

••

 
SwiftwaterSwiftwater

 
3434
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Zodiac and TrailerZodiac and Trailer
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Personal EquipmentPersonal Equipment



 

Wet suit / Dry suitWet suit / Dry suit



 

Personal Personal 
Flotation DeviceFlotation Device



 

HelmetHelmet



 

Throw bagThrow bag



 

WhistleWhistle



 

KnifeKnife



 

FootwearFootwear



 

FlashlightFlashlight



9

DefinitionsDefinitions



 
Swiftwater Swiftwater --

 
moving water at a rate moving water at a rate 

greater than 1 knot (1.15 mph)greater than 1 knot (1.15 mph)



 
Force of water at varying speedsForce of water at varying speeds

Current Velocity Average Force of the Water in (lbs)

MPH On Legs On Body
3 16.80 33.60

6 67.20 134.00

9 151.00 302.00

12 269.00 538.00



10

Rescue Priorities Rescue Priorities 
of  the Water Rescue Teamof  the Water Rescue Team



 
REACH REACH 



 
THROWTHROW



 
ROWROW



 
GOGO



 
HELOHELO



PrioritiesPriorities
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Swiftwater ResponsesSwiftwater Responses



 
January 2010 to present Swiftwater 34 January 2010 to present Swiftwater 34 
has responded to 5 water rescues and has responded to 5 water rescues and 
the rainy season is just beginningthe rainy season is just beginning



 
In 2009 Swiftwater 34 responded to 51 In 2009 Swiftwater 34 responded to 51 
water rescueswater rescues



 
13 victims were rescued 13 victims were rescued 



Questions?Questions?
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