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Date: October 15, 2010 

To: Mayor Pro Tem Dwaine Caraway, Chair 
and Members of the Public Safety Committee 

Subject: Inspection & Life Safety Education Division Overview 

The Public Safety Committee will be briefed on the Inspection & Life Safety Education 
Division Overview on Monday, October 18, 2010. 

Ryan S. Evans 
First Assistant City Manager 
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The purpose of the briefing is to provide an The purpose of the briefing is to provide an 
overview of the Inspection and Life Safety (I&LSE) overview of the Inspection and Life Safety (I&LSE) 
Division to highlight:Division to highlight:



 
OrganizationOrganization



 
ResourcesResources



 
Inspection ActivitiesInspection Activities



 
Education ActivitiesEducation Activities



 
AccomplishmentsAccomplishments
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Inspections and Operations UnitedInspections and Operations United



 
Inspectors assist Operations with Inspectors assist Operations with 
inspections/complaintsinspections/complaints



 
Field Lieutenants are a direct liaison Field Lieutenants are a direct liaison 
with the fire stations  with the fire stations  



 
Collaboration between Strategic Customer Service Area Collaboration between Strategic Customer Service Area 
Coordinators and Field Lieutenants Coordinators and Field Lieutenants 



 
Inspectors operate out of 2 field offices at Stations 40 and Inspectors operate out of 2 field offices at Stations 40 and 
42 42 
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Inspect Life Safety Systems

Inspect for Fire Code Violations

Investigate Citizen Complaints

Maintain Fire Lane Compliance

Check for Appropriate Certificate of Occupancy

Issue Fire Permits When Applicable

Field InspectionsField Inspections
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Field Inspections include:
General Business

State Licensed Facilities 
-Daycares
-Assisted living facilities

Hotels and Motels

Schools
-Public
-Private

 Public Assemblies
-Night Clubs
-Bars
-Restaurants
-Theaters

Multi-family dwellings 
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Multi-family Dwellings

 Approximately 3,620 multi-family
properties in the City of Dallas

 Check fire lanes and gates

 Check Fire Department access

Permits issued for use of limited access
gates

Test Smoke Alarms

Investigate Complaints

Approval of chemical storage

Issue permits for hot work
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Task ForcesTask Forces



 
Created to emphasize inspecting high Created to emphasize inspecting high 
risk occupanciesrisk occupancies



 
Goal is to inspect these facilities Goal is to inspect these facilities 
alternating yearsalternating years

 Task ForcesTask Forces
--Hazardous MaterialsHazardous Materials
--High RiseHigh Rise



99

Haz-Mat and Airports
Inspect Hazardous Materials Facilities

Inspect Aboveground/Underground
Flammable Liquid Storage Tanks    

Inspect Spray Paint Booths

Issue Hazardous Materials Permits



492 High Rise Buildings 

Review Fire Safety Plans and Conduct Fire Drills

Inspect and Test Life Safety Systems

High Rise Buildings

10
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New Construction

Check for Fire Department Access
Testing of Electronic Egress Devices
Testing of Emergency Generators

Testing Life Safety Systems: 
-Automatic Sprinkler
-Fire Alarm 
-Elevators
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Tradeshows, Conventions andTradeshows, Conventions and 
Special EventsSpecial Events

Check Emergency Exits

Check for Overcrowding

Inspect Life Safety Systems

Monitor Pyrotechnic and LPG Displays
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Hospitals and Nursing HomesHospitals and Nursing Homes



 
1 inspector assigned to inspect 1 inspector assigned to inspect 
these 116 facilitiesthese 116 facilities

Inspect Annually Inspect Annually 
Investigate ComplaintsInvestigate Complaints
Check Life Safety SystemsCheck Life Safety Systems
Issue Appropriate Permits Issue Appropriate Permits 
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Smoke Alarm Smoke Alarm 
InstallationsInstallations

Free to single family and duplex homes in   
the City of Dallas

Smoke alarms have tamper proof 10 year 
lithium batteries

Call 3-1-1 for a free smoke alarm
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National Fire StatisticsNational Fire Statistics**



 
In 2009, 480,500 structure fires occurred in residential 
properties



 
Every 23 seconds, a fire department responds to a fire 
somewhere in the nation. A fire occurs in a structure at the 
rate of one every 66 seconds, and a residential fire occurs 
every 87 seconds



 
An estimated 890 lives could be saved each year if all An estimated 890 lives could be saved each year if all 
homes had working smoke alarmshomes had working smoke alarms



 
You have a 50% greater chance of surviving a home fire if You have a 50% greater chance of surviving a home fire if 
you have a working smoke alarmyou have a working smoke alarm

*as per the National Fire Protection Association*as per the National Fire Protection Association
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Dallas Fire StatisticsDallas Fire Statistics



 

Top causes of fires in DallasTop causes of fires in Dallas
--electricalelectrical
--unattended cookingunattended cooking
--combustibles too close to heat source combustibles too close to heat source 



 

Fire deaths in Dallas Fire deaths in Dallas 
--FY 04FY 04--05, 17 fire deaths05, 17 fire deaths
--FY 05FY 05--06, 12 fire deaths06, 12 fire deaths
--FY 06FY 06--07, 12 fire deaths07, 12 fire deaths
--FY 07FY 07--08, 11 fire deaths08, 11 fire deaths
--FY 08FY 08--09, 10 fire deaths09, 10 fire deaths
--FY 09FY 09--10, 17 fire deaths10, 17 fire deaths



PublicPublic 
EducationEducation

17
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Education Is The Key To PreventionEducation Is The Key To Prevention



 

Special programs target childrenSpecial programs target children
and seniors and seniors 



 

New program designed to educate New program designed to educate 
teens on fire and life safetyteens on fire and life safety



 

Career day programs teach youth Career day programs teach youth 
about life in the fire serviceabout life in the fire service



 

Partnerships include Leadership Dallas, Center for Disease ContrPartnerships include Leadership Dallas, Center for Disease Control, ol, 
Injury Prevention Center and The Meadows FoundationInjury Prevention Center and The Meadows Foundation
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The Fire Safety HouseThe Fire Safety House



 
Children under age 5 are 1Children under age 5 are 1½½ times as times as 
likely to die in a home fire as the likely to die in a home fire as the 
average personaverage person



 
Children are taught to crawl low underChildren are taught to crawl low under
smoke, have two ways out from their smoke, have two ways out from their 
bedroom, meet their family at their   bedroom, meet their family at their   
special meeting place and to call special meeting place and to call 
99--11--11
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

 

The Sparky Puppet Show is an The Sparky Puppet Show is an 
interactive program used to teach theinteractive program used to teach the
young child about the dangers of fireyoung child about the dangers of fire



 

Children learn about calling 9Children learn about calling 9--11--1 for 1 for 
emergencies onlyemergencies only



 

Sparky reminds children not to play with Sparky reminds children not to play with 
matches or lightersmatches or lighters



 

Continue to teach lessons about our newContinue to teach lessons about our new
““All Hazards ApproachAll Hazards Approach”” to teach children to teach children 
about life safetyabout life safety

Sparky Teaches Children About 9Sparky Teaches Children About 9--11--11
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Hazard HouseHazard House


 
One of our newest additions One of our newest additions 
is Sparkyis Sparky’’s Hazard House.  s Hazard House.  
This interactive tool This interactive tool 
addresses multiple addresses multiple 
household hazards household hazards 
including:including:
–– Electrical HazardsElectrical Hazards
–– Flammable & Flammable & 

Combustible StorageCombustible Storage
–– Carbon MonoxideCarbon Monoxide
–– Smoke/Fire HazardsSmoke/Fire Hazards
–– Choking/StrangulationChoking/Strangulation
–– FirearmsFirearms
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Fire Extinguishing TrainingFire Extinguishing Training


 
Adults practice Adults practice 
putting out a real putting out a real 
firefire



 
Teaches the Teaches the 
classes of fire and classes of fire and 
different types of different types of 
extinguishersextinguishers



 
Program is not Program is not 
conducted during conducted during 
ozone alert daysozone alert days
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Fire Prevention Month 2010Fire Prevention Month 2010


 
National Fire Protection Association has named National Fire Protection Association has named ““Smoke Smoke 
Alarms:  A Sound You Can Live WithAlarms:  A Sound You Can Live With”” as the theme for this as the theme for this 
yearyear’’s Fire Prevention Weeks Fire Prevention Week



 
I&LSE will participate in many educational programs I&LSE will participate in many educational programs 
through the entire month of Octoberthrough the entire month of October
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““Smoke SignalsSmoke Signals”” 
Life Safety NewsletterLife Safety Newsletter

Our life safety newsletter is 
free and mailed electronically 
in PDF form in both English 
and Spanish each quarter

By updating newsletter each 
quarter, the changing fire and 
life safety hazards can be 
addressed with each season

Recipients can print and 
distribute newsletter or 
forward as an email to their 
staff, tenants or other 
interested parties

-Neighborhood Associations

-Housing Associations

-City Departments
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I&LSE Accomplishments For FY 09I&LSE Accomplishments For FY 09--1010



 
Installed over 5,700 smoke alarms free to the citizens of Installed over 5,700 smoke alarms free to the citizens of 
DallasDallas



 
Expanded Risk Watch program into more schools Expanded Risk Watch program into more schools 
including charter and private schoolsincluding charter and private schools



 
Began High Risk Building or Occupancy RegistrationBegan High Risk Building or Occupancy Registration



 
Worked with DPD to prepare city for NBA AllWorked with DPD to prepare city for NBA All--Star GameStar Game



 
Confiscated 512 lbs of illegal fireworks on 4Confiscated 512 lbs of illegal fireworks on 4thth of Julyof July



 
Created new fire and life safety program Created new fire and life safety program 
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Accomplishments Accomplishments (cont.)(cont.)



 
Participated in large public eventsParticipated in large public events

--MayorMayor’’s Back to School Fairs Back to School Fair
--VeteranVeteran’’s Day Parades Day Parade
--NBA  EventNBA  Event
--National Night OutNational Night Out
--Citizens Emergency Response Team Training (CERT)Citizens Emergency Response Team Training (CERT)
--Numerous health and safety fairsNumerous health and safety fairs
--Currently preparing for Super Bowl related eventsCurrently preparing for Super Bowl related events
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Questions?Questions?
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