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Honorable Members of the Quality of Life & Government Services Committee: 
TO 

Sandy Greyson (Vice Chair), Monica R. Alonzo, Dwaine Caraway, Carolyn Davis 

suBJEcT Quality of Life & Government Services Committee Meeting Agenda 

Monday, October 8, 2012, 9:30 a.m. 
Dallas City Hall- 6ES, 1500 Marilla St., Dallas, TX 75201 

The agenda for the meeting is as follows: 

1. Call to Order 

2. Approval of September 24, 2012 Minutes 

3. Proposed Amendments to City's Solicitation 
and Anti-Litter Ordinances 

4. Occasional Accessory Sales 
(Garage Sales) Ordinance 

5. Adjourn 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

~~ 
Angela Hunt {Aj& 
Chair 

cc: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
Mary K. Suhm, City Manager 
Rosa A. Rios, City Secretary 
Thomas P. Perkins, Jr. , City Attorney 
Craig D. Kinton , City Auditor 
Daniel Solis, Administrative Judge 
Stephanie Cooper, Assistant to the City Manager 

Angela Hunt 
Chair 

Angela Hunt 
Chair 

Tom Perkins 
City Attorney 

Jimmy Martin 
Director of Code Compliance 

Angela Hunt 
Chair 

A. C. Gonzalez, First Assistant City Manager 
Ryan S. Evans, Assistant City Manager 
Jill A. Jordan, P.E., Assistant City Manager 
Forest E. Turner, Assistant City Manager 
Joey Zapata, Assistant City Manager 
Jeanne Chipperfield, Chief Financial Officer 
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A closed executive session may be held if the discussion of any of the above agenda items concerns one 
of the following: 

1. Contemplated or pending litigation or matters where legal advice is requested of the City 
Attorney. Section 551.071 of the Texas Open Meetings Act. 

2. The purchase, exchange, lease or value of real property, if the deliberation in an open 
meeting would have a detrimental effect on the position of the City in negotiations with a third 
person. Section 551.072 of the Texas Open Meetings Act. 

3. A contract for a prospective gift or donation to the City, if the deliberation in an open meeting 
would have a detrimental effect on the position of the City in negotiations with a third person. 
Section 551.073 of the Texas Open Meetings Act. 

4. Personnel matters involving the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, 
discipline or dismissal of a public officer or employee or to hear a complaint against an officer 
or employee. Section 551.074 of the Texas Open Meetings Act. 

5. The deployment, or specific occasions for implementation of security personnel or devices. 
Section 551.076 of the Texas Open Meetings Act. 
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Meeting Date: September 24, 2012 Convened: 9:35 a.m. Adjourned: 10:40 a.m. 
 

Members Present: 

Angela Hunt, Chair 
Sandy Greyson, Vice Chair 
Mónica R. Alonzo 
Carolyn R. Davis 

 

Members Absent: 

Dwaine Caraway 
 

Briefing Presenters 

LaToya Jackson, Asst. Director 
Strategic Customer Services 
 

 

  
Staff Present: 
Forest Turner, Jimmy Martin, Theresa O’Donnell, Gilbert Aguilar, Paul Dyer, Elizabeth Fernandez, LaToya 
Jackson, Steve Cherryholmes, John Rogers, Lindsay Kramer, Clifton Gillespie 

 

AGENDA: 

1. Approval of September 11, 2012 Minutes 
 Presenter(s):  
 Information Only:  
 Action Taken/Committee Recommendation(s):  

 A motion was made to approve the minutes as amended. 

  Motion made by:  Sandy Greyson Motion seconded by:  Mónica R. Alonzo 
 Item passed unanimously:    Item passed on a divided vote:    
 Item failed unanimously:    Item failed on a divided vote:    

 
2. FY 2010-11 ICMA Benchmarking Results 
 Presenter(s): LaToya Jackson 
 This briefing covered ICMA benchmarking data for FY 2010-11 for the departments of Code Compliance 

and Park and Recreation.  The briefing provided results of how Dallas compares with other participating 
jurisdictions, results of Dallas’ performance over time.  Dallas has participated in ICMA’s performance 
measurement study since 2001. 

The Chair requested a briefing from the Park and Recreation Department regarding per capita parks 
spending compared to other cities. 

The Chair thanked Ms. Jackson for the briefing. 

3. Review of FY 2011-12 Strategic Plan and Recommendations for FY 2012-13 
 Presenter(s): LaToya Jackson 
 Information Only:  
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 Action Taken/Committee Recommendation(s):  
 This briefing provided a strategic planning overview, a review of Quality of Life’s FY 2011-12 objectives, 

and recommendations for FY 2012-13.   

Ms. Greyson requested follow-up briefings on downtown vending and garage sales.  The Chair requested 
these topics be briefed to the Committee in October. 

The Chair requested a letter be prepared to Oncor for Mayor and Council signatures requesting a meeting 
and set of standards for use of right-of-way for City trails. 

Ms. Davis requested a copy of the HOA boundaries for Council District 7. 

The Chair requested additional information on the MOWmentum program. 

The Chair requested a map of traditional billboards that have been replaced with digital billboards. 

 

 

_________________________________________________ 
Councilmember Angela Hunt 
Chair 

DRAFT 







Occasional Accessory Sales 
(Garage Sales) Ordinance 

Presented to the Quality of Life &  
Government Services Committee 

October 8, 2012 



Purpose 

 To review requirements, permit and enforcement 
activity, as well as potential changes to the 
ordinance on occasional sales, commonly referred 
to as garage sales 

2 2 



Garage Sale Requirements 
 Long-standing requirements in place regarding 

garage sales include: 
 Residents are allowed two garage sales during any 12 

month period 
 The sale must be inside a building, garage or patio of 

the premise 
 The sale of new merchandise is prohibited 
 The duration of the sale cannot be more than 3 

consecutive calendar days 
 No more than 1 sign is allowed on the lot where the 

sale is taking place; other signs at any other locations 
(off-premise signs) are prohibited 

 Effective September 22, 2010, a $15 permit was 
required to hold a garage sale 
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Permit Activity 

 Permit counts: 
 FY10-11: 12,430 permits 
 FY11-12: 15,435 permits 

 Permitting locations: 
 On-line at 

www.dallascityhall.com 
 27 Dallas Public Library 

Branches 
 2 Code Compliance 

locations: 
 3112 Canton 
 7901 Goforth Road 
 

32.5% 

1.4% 
66.1% 

Percentage of Permits 
Obtained by Location 

FY 11-12 

Online 

Code 
Facility 

Library 
Branch 
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Permit Activity 
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FY11-12 # of Permits Percentage 
October 1,839 12% 

November 1,308 8% 
December  354 2% 

January 682 4% 
February 585 4% 

March 1,334 9% 
April 1,552 10% 
May 1,805 12% 

June 1,900 13% 
July 1,430 9% 

August 1,301 8% 
September 1,345 9% 



Enforcement Activity 

 Service request counts for garage sales 
 Includes both calls reported by residents through 

311 and cases identified proactively by Code 
 
 

 On average during this timeframe, garage 
sale service requests were 1.3% of the total 
service request volume for Code Compliance 
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Description FY 08-09 FY 09-10 FY 10-11 FY 11-12 
Garage Sale Concern Service 
Requests  

2,010 2,017 2,273 2,094 



Enforcement Activity 

 2,094 garage sale 
service requests 
(SRs) created in FY 
11-12 
 Approximately 60% of 

the cases were 
identified proactively by 
Code Compliance staff 

 The remainder were 
reported by residents 
through 311 

City Service 
Area 

Count of Garage 
Sale SRs 

Central 196 
Northeast 245 
Southeast 266 
Southwest 566 
Northwest 727 

North Central 74 
South Central 20 
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Enforcement Activity 
 In FY 11-12, 330 notices 

of violation and 32 
criminal citations were 
issued for illegal garage 
sales  
 Types of violations include: 

No permit, exceeded 2 
sales per year, selling in 
open space, selling new 
items, etc. 
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City Service Area 
# of 

NOVs 
# of 

Citations 
Central 49 4 

Northeast 6 12 

Southeast 52 10 

Southwest 208 2 

Northwest 9 2 

North Central 4 2 
South Central 2 0 



Potential Changes for Discussion 
 Allow sales in yards or driveways? 

 Current rules require sale inside a building, garage or 
patio of the premise 
 Not all homes have garage or patio in front yard 

 Allow off-premise signs on private property? 
 Current rules only allow a single sign on the property 

where the sale is occurring 
 Signs are prohibited on public right-of-way and off-

premise signs are generally prohibited in residential 
areas 

 Allow discounts or free permits? 
 Current ordinance requires a permit and $15 fee for 

each garage sale 
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Next Steps 

 Finalize a draft ordinance for Council Agenda 
 Incorporate changes into public education 

efforts in advance of Spring 2013 

10 
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