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Purpose



 

Update Committee on the coordination between 
the City and Public Service Providers (Oncor, 
Atmos, AT&T, Dallas Water Utilities, others)



 

Outline the criteria, rules, and on-going 
cooperative relationship for franchise utilities and 
other Public Service Providers (PSPs) operating in 
the vicinity of streetcars
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Background


 

Previous streetcar extension projects 
encountered conflicts with existing underground 
utilities


 

Physical conflicts


 

Conflicts related to PSP staff safety due to desired 
separation distance from rail



 

Result was costly relocations, time delays, and 
interference with streetcar operations



 

Original downtown loop and extension to the 
West End was never completed due to extensive 
underground utility conflicts
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Background (cont’d)


 

Multiple corridors are currently being considered for 
future extensions


 

Olive Street Extension


 

Urban Circulator Loop (St. Paul, Federal, Olive)


 

Oak Cliff / Methodist Hospital


 

Additional downtown lines


 

Existing documents (Street Cut Manual,  Franchise 
Agreements, etc.) have no provisions for the interface 
between streetcars and PSPs



 

City staff began meeting with public service providers in 
early 2008 to forge a cooperative relationship
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Background (cont’d)


 

In October 2008, City and DART staff accompanied Oncor 
personnel to Portland, Oregon to observe the Portland 
streetcar system 



 

City Attorney’s Office advised that a good approach would 
be to:


 

Amend City Chapter 43-136 of Dallas City Code to authorize the 
Director of Public Works and Transportation to promulgate 
appropriate rules 



 

Incorporate the rules, with ample flexibility, into an operating 
manual for use by the PSPs



 

Taskforce meetings to address language in the manual 
have continued between the City, McKinney Avenue 
Transit Authority (MATA), DART, and the PSPs
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Proposed Streetcar Operating 
Manual



 

Purpose


 

Establish appropriate criteria for Public Service Provider 
operation and maintenance in the vicinity of streetcars



 

Authorization


 

Amend the Dallas City Code to authorize the Director of 
Public Works and Transportation to promulgate a 
Streetcar Operating Manual



 

Application


 

Apply the procedure to all streetcar projects, current 
and future
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Proposed Streetcar Operating 
Manual (cont’d)



 

Urgency


 

Existing routes


 

Olive Street Extension ready to begin construction


 

Urban Circulator Loop ready to begin design; to be 
operational by 2013



 

Method


 

Make an Appendix to the current City of Dallas Pavement Cut 
and Repair Standards Manual



 

Receive input from PSP representatives at the Streetcar Task 
Force meetings



 

Review by the City Attorney’s Office
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Proposed Streetcar Operating Manual  
Key Guidelines for Utility Operation



 

Requires PSPs to provide 48-hour notice and 
obtain a permit prior to performing work within 
the “Power Safety Envelope” of the streetcar


 

Permit will be issued through DART’s 24-hour 
operations center



 

Preference will be for utility work to be performed at 
night, but, by exception for emergency, during 
streetcar revenue service hours



 

Consideration being given to determine methods 
whereby notice and receipt of permit can be expedited 
for various activities (i.e. – routine inspections)
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Proposed Streetcar Operating Manual  
Key Guidelines for Utility Operation (Cont’d)



 

Power Safety Envelope


 

A track access permit 
will be required for any 
utility work performed 
within the Power Safety 
Envelope



 

No track access permit 
required outside of the 
envelope
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Proposed Streetcar Operating Manual  
Key Guidelines for Utility Operation (Cont’d)



 

Track Access Permit


 

Issued through DART’s 24-hour operations center


 

Simple, one-page form


 

Tailored after Portland’s permit and permitting 
system



 

Step by step process with contact information to be 
outlined for ease of use
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Proposed Streetcar Operating Manual  
Key Guidelines for Utility Operation (Cont’d)



 

Immediate track access to be provided for emergency 
conditions (already defined by Dallas City Code):  service 
outages, wet cables, cut or damaged facilities, Homeland 
Security concerns



 

Flagmen will be present during all utility construction 
work for safety to workers, streetcar operators, and the 
traveling public



 

Task force to remain intact


 

Convene meetings quarterly during first year to 
determine modifications that may be needed to 
Operating Manual



 

As needed thereafter
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Schedule / Next Steps


 

August 10, 2010 – Initial briefing and discussion with 
Transportation and Environment Committee



 

August 25, 2010 – City Council authorized the 
construction contract for Olive Street Extension



 

September / October 2010 - Finalized the Streetcar 
Operating Manual

November 8, 2010 – Follow up briefing and discussion 
with Transportation and Environment Committee

December 8, 2010 - Authorize amendment to the Dallas 
City Code for the Director of Public Works and 
Transportation to promulgate rules (Streetcar Operating 
Manual)
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Questions / Discussion



Appendix
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Downtown Streetcar Projects 
McKinney Avenue, Olive Street Extension and Urban 
Circulator Loop

Urban Circulator Loop
Olive Street Extension
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Process Flow Charts 
For Potential Shut Down of Streetcar Service



 

Emergency


 

Service Emergency


 

Routine


 

Planned Modifications
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